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THE 

PREFACE 

'  Cannot '  fufficiently  admire  the  Induftry  of  a  fort  of 
Men,  wholly  out  of  Favour  with  the  Prince  and  Peo- 
ple, and  openly  profeffing  a  feparate  Inter  eft  from  the 

__   Bulk  of  the  Landed  Men,  who  yet  are  able  to  raife^ 

at  this  Juncture,  fa  great  a  Clamour  again  ft  a  Peace,  with- 
out offering  one  Jingle  Reafon,  but  what  we  find  in  their 
Ballads-  /  lay  it  down  for  a  Maxim,  That  no  reafonable 
Perfon,  whether  Whig  or  Tory  ( fince  it  is  neceffary  to  ufe 
thofe  foolijh  Terms  )  can  be  of  Opinion  for  continuing  the 
War,  upon  the  Foot  it  now  is,  unlefs  he  be  a  Gainer  by  ity 
or  hopes  it  may  occafion  fome  new  Turn  of  Affairs  at  home, 
to  the  Advantage  of  his  Party  ;y  or  laftly,  unlefs  he  be  very 
ignorant  of  the  Kingdom's  Condition,  and  by  what  means  we 
have  been  reduced  to  it*  Vpon  the  two  fir  ft  Cafes,  where 
Inter  eft  is  concerned,  I  have  nothing  to  fay :  But  as  to  the 
laft,  I  think  it  highly  neceffary,  that  the  Publick  jhould  be 
freely  and  impartially  told  what  Circwnftances  they  axe  in, 
aftet  what  manner  they  have  been  treated  by  thofe  whom 
they  trufted  fo  many  Tears  with  the  difpofal  of  their  Blood  and 
Treafure^  and  what  the  Confequences  of  this  Management  are 
like  to  be  upon  themfelves  and  their  Pofterity. 

Thof§  who,  either  by  Writing  or  Difcourfe,  have  underta- 
ken to  defend  the  Proceedings  of  the  Late  Miniftry,  in  the 
Management  of  the  War,  and  of  the  Treaty  at  Gertruy- 
denburg,  have  fpent  time  in  celebrating  the  ConduEi  and 
fralour  of  our  Leaders  and  their  Troops,  in  fumming  up 
the  Victories  they  have  gained,  and  the  Towns  they  have  ta- 
ken* Then  they  tell  us  what  high  Articles  were  infifted  on  \ 
by  our  Minifters  and  thofe  of  the  Confederates,  and  what 
Pains  both  were  at  in  perfuading  France  to  accept  them* 
l$ut  nothing  of  this  can  give  the  haft  Satisfaction  to  the  juft 
QmjiUints  of  the  Kingdom.     As  to  the  ¥/a?,  our  Grhvan- 
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ces  are,  That  a  greater  Load  has  been  laid  on  Vs  than 
was  either  jufi  or  necejfary,  or  than  we  have  been  able  to 
bear  ',  that  the  groffeft  Impositions  have  been  fubmitted  to 
for  the  Advancement  of  private  Wealth  and  Power,  or  in 
order  to  forward  the  more  danger  om  JDejigns  of  a  Fa&ion, 
to  both  which  a  Peace  would  have  put  an  End  ;  And  that 
the  Van  of  the  War  which  was  chiefly  our  Province,  which 
would,  have  been  mofi  beneficial  to  us,  and  defiruElive  to 
the  Enemy ,  was  wholly  negleUed.  As  to  a  Peace ,  We 
complain  of  being  deluded  by  a  Mock  Treaty  ',  in  which 
thofe  who  Negotiated,  took  care  to  make  fuch  Demands,  as 
fhey  knew  were  impoffible  to  be  complied  with,  and  therefore 
might  feeurely  prefs  every  Article  as  if  they  were  in  ear- 
peft. 

Thefe  are  fome  of  the  Points  1  defign  to  treat  of  in  the 
following  Difcourfe  ',  with  fever al  others  which  I  thought  it 
rieceffary,  at  this  time,  for  the  Kingdom  to  be  informed  of. 
J  think  I  am  not  miftaken  In  thofe  Fa&s  I  mention  ',  at  leaft 
not  in  any  Clrcumflance  fo  material,  as  to  weaken  the  Confe- 
rences I  draw  from  them. 

After  Ten  Tears  War  with  perpetual  Succefs,  to  tell  us  it  is 
yet  impoffible  to  have  a  good  Peace,  is  very  furprlfing,  and 
feems  fo  different  from  what  hath  ever  happened  In  t  the 
World  before,  that  a  Man  of  any  Party  may  be  allowed 
fofpttling,  we  have  either  been  ill  vfed,  or  have  not  made 
the  mofi  of  our  VIBories,  and  might  therefore  defire  fb 
hnow  where  the  Difficulty  lay:  Then  It  is  natural  to  en- 
quire into  our  prefent  Condition  ',  how  long  we  Jha/l  be  able 
to  go  on  at  this  Rate',  what  the  Confequences  may  be  upon 
the  prefent  and  future  Ages ',  and  whether  a  Peace,  with- 
out that  impraBicable  Point  which  fome  People  do  fo  much 
ivfifi  on,  be  really  ruinous  in  it  felf,  or  equally  fo  with  the 
-imiance  of  the  Ware 
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*^*HE  Motives  that  may  engage  a  wife  Prince  or  State 
in  a  War,  I  take  to  be  one  or  more  of  thefe :  Ei- 


ther to  check  the  overgrown  Power  of  fome  ambi- 
tious Neighbour;  to  recover  what  hath  been  un- 
juftly  takeH  from  Them;  to  revenge  fome  Injury 
They  have  received;  (which  all  Political  Cafuifls  allow);  to 
iiffifl:  fome  Ally  in  a  jufl  Quarrel ;  or  laftly,  to  defend  Them- 
felves  when  They  are  Invaded,  In  all  thele  Cafes,  the  Writers 
upon  Politicks  admit  a  War  to  be  juftly  undertaken.  The  Jaft 
is  what  hath  been  ufually  called  pro  aris  &  fee  is  ;  where  no  Ex- 
pence  or  Endeavour  can  be  too  great,  becaufe  all  we  have  is  at 
ftake,  and  confequently,  our  utmoft  Force  to  be  exerted ;  and 
the  Dilpute  is  foon  determined,  either  in  Safety  or  utter  De- 
firu£tion.  But  in  the  other  four,  I  believe  it  will  be  found,  that 
no  Monarch  or  Commonwealth  did  ever  engage  beyond  a  cer- 
tain Degree ;  never  proceeding  fo  far  as  to  exhauft  the  Strength 
and  Subftance  of  their  Country  by  Anticipations  and  Loans, 
which  in  a  few  Years  muft  put  them  in  a  worfe  Condition  than 
any  they  could  reafonably  apprehend  from  thole  Evils,  for  the 
preventing  of  which  they  firfl:  entred  into  the  War :  Becaufe 
this  would  be  to  run  into  real  infallible  Ruin,  only  in  hopes  to 
remove  what  might  perhaps  but  appear  lb  by  a  probable  Spe- 
culation. 

And,  as  a  War  fhould  be  undertaken  upon  a  jufl:  and  pru- 
dent Motive,  fo  it  is  ftill  more  obvious,  that  a  Prince  ought  ma- 
turely to  confider  the  Condition  he  is  in  when  he  en/ei s  on  it; 
Whether  his  Coffers  bs  full,  his  Revenues  clear  of  jbebts,  his 
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People  numerous  and  rich  by  a  long  Peace  and  free  Trade,  not 
overpreffed  with  many  burthenfom  Taxes  ;  No  violent  Faction 
ready  to  difpute  bis  juft  Prerogative,  and  thereby  weaken  his 
Authority  at  home,  and  leffen  his  Reputation  abroad.  For,  if 
the  contrary  of  all  this  happen  to  be  hisCafe,  he  will  hardly  be 
perfuaded  to  difturb  the  World's  Quiet  and  his  own,  while  there 
is  any  other  way  left  of  preferving  the  latter  with  Honour  and 
Safety. 

Suppofing  the  War  to  have  commenced  upon  a  juft  Motive  $ 
the  next  thing  to  be  confider'd  is,  When  a  Prince  ought,  in 
Prudence,  to  receive  the  Overtures  of  a  Peace  :  Which  1  take 
to  be,  either  when  the  Enemy  is  ready  to  yield  the  Point  ori- 
ginally contended  for,  or  when  that  Point  is  found  impoflible  to 
be  ever  obtained  ;  or  when  contending  any  longer,  though  with 
Probability  of  gaining  that  Point  at  laft,  would  put  fuch  a  Prince 
and  his  People  in  a  worfe  Condition  than  the  prefent  Lofs  of 
it.  AH  which  Confiderations  are  of  much  greater  Force,  where 
a  War  is  managed  by  an  Alliance  of  many  Confederates,  which 
in  the  variety  of  Interefts,  among  the  feveral  Parties,  is  liable  to 
fo  many  unforefeen  Accidents.    . 

In  a  Confederate  War  it  ought  to  be  confidered,  which  Par- 
ty has  the  deepeft  (hare  in  the  Quarrel:  For  though  each  may 
have  their  particular  Reafons,  yet  one  or  two  among  them  wilj 
probably  be  more  concerned  than  the  reft,  and  therefore  ought 
ro  bear  the  greateft  part  of  the  Burthen,  in  proportion  to  their 
Strength.  For  Example .-  Two  Princes  may  be  Competitors  for 
a  Kingdom,  and  it  will  be  your  Intereft  to  take  the  part  of  him 
who  will  probably  allow  you  good  Conditions  of  Trade,  rather 
than  of  the  other,  who  poffibly  may  nor.  However,  that  Prince 
whofe  Caufe  you  efpoufe,  though  never  fo  vigorously,  is  the 
Principal  in  that  War,  and  You,  properly  fpeaking,  are  but  a 
Second.  Or  a  Commonwealth  may  lie  in  danger  to  be  over-run 
by  a  powerful  Neighbour,  which,  in  time,  may  produce  very 
bad  Confequences  upon  your  Trade  and  Liberty  :  'Tis  therefore 
xieceflary,  as  well  as  prudent,  to  lend  them  Afliftance,  and  help 
ihem  to  win  a  ftrong  fecure  Frontier  ;  but,  as  They  muft  in 
courfe  be  the  firft  and  greateft  Sufferers,  fo  in  Juftice,  they 
ought  to  bear  the  greateft  Weight.  If  a  Houfe  be  on  Fire,  it  be- 
hoves all  in  the  Neighbourhood  to  run  with  Buckets  to  quench 
it  ;  but  the  Owner  is  fure  to  be  undone  firft ;  and  it  is  not  im- 
poffible  that  thofe  at  next  Door  may  efcape,  by  a  Shower  frotn 
Heaven,  or  theftilnefsof  the  Weather,  or  fome  other  favourable 
Accident. 

But,  if  an  Ally,  who  is  not  fo  immediately  concerned  in  the 
good  or  ill  Fortune  of  the  War,  be  fo  generous,  as  to  contri- 
bute ^  re  than  the  Principal  Party,  and  even  more  in  propor- 
tion 
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tion  to  his  Abilities,  he  ought  at  leaft  to  have  his  Share  in  what 
is  conquered  from  the  Enemy:  Or,  if  his  Romantick  Difpofr. 
tion  tranfports  him  fo  far,  as  to  expedt  little  or  nothing  of  this, 
he  might  however  hope,  that  the  Principals  would  make  it  up  in 
Dignity  and  Refpedi;  and  he  would  furely  think  it  monftrous  to 
find  them  intermedling  in  his  Domeftick  Affairs,  prefcribing  what 
Servants  he  Ihould  keep  or  difmifs,  preffing  him  perpetually 
with  the  moft  unreafonable  Demands,  and  at  every  turn  threat- 
ning  to  break  the  Alliance,  if  he  will  not  comply. 

From  thefe  Reflections  upon  War  in  general,  I  defcend  to 
confider  thofe  Wars,  wherein  England  hath  been  engaged  fince 
the  Conqueft.  In  the  Civil- Wars  of  the  Barons,  as  well  as 
thofe  between  the  Houfes  of  York,  and  Lancafter>  great  Deftru- 
<5Hon  was  made  of  the  Nobility  and  Gentry,  new  Families  rai- 
fed,  and  old  ones  extinguished,  but  the  Money  fpent  on  both 
fides  was  employed  and  circulated  at  Home  ;  no  Publick  Debts 
contra&ed  ;  and  a  very  few  Years  of  Peace  quickly  fet  all  right 
again. 

The  like  may  be  affirmed  even  of  that  unnatural  Rebellion 
againft  King  Charles  I.  the  Ufurpers  maintained  great  Armies  in 
conftant  Pay,  had  almoft  abntinual  War  with  Spain  or  Holland* 
but  managing  it  by  their  Fleets,  they  encreafed  very  much  the 
Riches  of  the  Kingdom,  inftead  of  exhaufting  them. 

Our  Foreign  Wars  were  generally  againft  Scotland  or  Trance  | 
the  firft  being  upon  our  own  Continent,  carried  no  Money 
out  of  the  Kingdom,  and  were  feldom  of  long  continuance* 
During  our  firft  Wars  with  France,  we  poflefled  great  Domini- 
ons in  that  Country,  where  we  preferved  fome  Footing  till  thf 
Reign  of  Queen  Mary  ;  and  though  fome  of  our  latter  Prince 
made  very  chargeable  Expeditions  thither,  a  Subfidy,  and  tws. 
or  three  Fifteenths,  cleared  all  the  Debt.  Befide,  our  Vidfcgriei 
were  then  of  fome  Ufe  as  well  as  Glory  ;  for  we  were  fo  pru 
dent  to  Fight,  and  fo  happy  to  Conquer,  only  for  our  felves* 

The  Dutch  Wars,  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  lh  thoug) 
begun  and  carried  on  under  a  very  corrupt  Adminiftration,  an< 
much  to  the  Dishonour  of  the  Crown,  did  indeed  keep  the  Kir 
needy  and  poor,  by  difcontinuing  or  difcontenting  his  Parli 
ment,  when  he  moft  needed  their  Affiftance ;  but  neither  1 
any  Debt  upon  the  Nation,  nor  carried  any  Mony  out  of  it. 

At  the  Revolution,  a  general  War  broke  out  in  Europe,  whe> 
in  many  Princes  joined  in  an  Alliance  againft  France,  to  che 
the  ambitious  Defigns  of  that  Monarch  $  and  here  the  Emper 
the  Dutch,  and  England,  were  Principals*  About  this  time  ? 
Cuftom  firft  began  among  us  of  borrowing  Millions  upon  Fui 
of  Intereft :  It  was  pretended,  that  the  War  could  not  poHi! 
laft  above  omot  two  Campaigns  $  and  that  the  Debt*  con 
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fled  might  be  eafily  paid  in  a  few  Years,  by  a  gentle  Tax,  witfr* 
out  burthening  the  Subjeft.  But  the  true  Reafon  for  embracing 
this  Expedient,  was  the  Security  of  a  new  Prince,  not  firmly 
Settled  on  the  Throne  :  People  were  tempted  to  lend,  by  great 
Proemiums  and  large  Intereft,  and  it  concerned  them  nearly  to 
-preferve  that  Government,  which  they  truftcd  with  their  Mony- 
The  Perfon  far]  to  have  been  Author  of  fo  deteftable  a  Projeft, 
is  full  living,  and  lives  to  fee  fome  of  its  fatal  Confequences, 
whereof  his  Grand-Children  will  not  fee  an  end.  And  this  per- 
nicious Coitnfel  clofed  very  well  with  the  Pofture  of  Affairs  at 
that  time:  For,  a  Set  of  Upftarts,  who  had  little  or  no  part  in 
the  Revolution,  but  valued  themfelves  by  their  Noife  and  pre- 
tended Zeal,  when  the  Work  was  over,  were  got  into  Credit  at 
Court,  by  the  Merit  of  becoming  Undertakers  and  Projectors 
of  Loans  and  Funds:  Thefe,  finding  that  the  Gentlemen  of 
Eftates  were  not  willing  to  come  into  their  Meafures,  fell  upon 
thofe  new  Schemes  of  raifing  Mony,  in  order  to  create  a  Moni- 
ed-Intercil,  that  might  in  time  vie  with  the  Landed;  and  of 
which  they  hoped  to  be  at  the  Head. 

The  Ground  of  the  firft  War,  for  ten  Years  after  the  Revo- 
lution, as  to  the  Part  we  had  in  it,  was,  to  make  France  ac- 
knowledge the  late  King,  and  to  recover  Hadjons-Bay.  But  du- 
ring that  whole  War,  the  Sea  was  almoft  entirely  negle&ed, 
and  the  greateft  part  of  Six  Millions  Annually  employed  to  En- 
large the  Frontier  of  the  Dutch.  For  the  King  was  a  General, 
but  not  an  Admiral  \  and  although  King  of  England,  was  a  Na- 
tive of  HAlmd. 

After  ten  Years  Fighting  to  little  purpofe;  after  the  Lois  of 
ibove  an  hundred  thoufand  Men,  and  a  Debt  remaining  of 
:wenty  Millions,  we  at  length  hearknedto  the  Terms  of  a  Peace, 
which  was  concluded  with  great  Advantages  to  the  Empire  and 
Holland,  but  none  at  all  to  us ;  and  clogged  loon  after  by  the 
ramous  Treaty  of  Partition ;  by  which,  Naples,  Sicily,  and  Lor* 
~ain,  were  to  be  added  to  the  French  Dominions ;  or  if  that 
Drown  ihould  think  fit  to  fct  alide  the  Treaty,  upon  the  Spa- 
iards  refilling  to  accept  it,  as  they  declared  they  would,  to  the 
veral   Parties  at  the  very  time  of  Tranfa&ing  it;  then  the 
-ench  would  have  Pretenfions  to  the  whole  Monarchy.  And  fo 
proved  in  the  Event-  for,  the  late  King  of  Spain  reckoning 
an  Indignity  to  have  his  Territories  cantoned  out  into  Par- 
Is,  by  other  Princes,  during  his  own  Life,  and  without  his 
Diilent,  rather  chofe  to  bequeath  the  Monarchy  entire  to  a 
»unger  Son  of  France:  And  this  Prince  was  acknowledged  for 
ng  otSpun,  both  by  Us  and  Holland. 

It  muft  be  granted,  that  the  Counfels  of  entring  into  the  pre^ 
,t  War^vere  violently  oppofed  by  the  Church-tarty,  who  firft 

advifed 


. 


C  9  3 

advifed  the  late  King  to  Acknowledge  the  Duke  of  Anjou  ;  and 

particularly,  'tis  affirmed,  that  the  Earl  of  G n,  who  was 

then  in  the  Church-Intereft,  told  the  King  in  November,  i7oif 
That  fince  his  Majefty  was  determined  to  engage  in  a  War,  fo 
contrary  to  his  private  Opinion,  he  could  ferve  him  no  longer, 
and  accordingly  gave  up  his  Employment ;  though  he  happened 
afterwards  to  change  his  Mind,  when  he  was  to  be  Lord 
High  Treafurer,  and  have  the  fole  Management  of  Affairs  ax 
Home  ;  while  thofe  Abroad  were  to  be  in  the  Hands  of  One^ 
whofe  Advantage,  by  all  forts  of  Ties,  he  was  engaged  to 
promote. 

The  Declarations  of  War  againft  Trance  and  Spain,  made  by 
Us  and  Holland,  are  dated  within  a  few  Days  of  each  other.  In 
that  published  by  the  States,  they  fay  very  truly,  That  they  arc 
ncareft,  and  mofi  expofed  to  the  Fire  ;  that  they  are  blocked  up  en 
all  [ides,  and  ahually  attached  by  the  Kjngs  of  France  and  Spain  ; 
that  their  Declaration  is  the  FffeEt  of  an  urgent  and  preffing  N?-» 
cejjiey  5  with  other  Exprefiions  to  the  fame  purpofe.  They  de- 
fire  the  Affiftance  of  all  Kings  and  Princes,  Sec.  The  grounds  of 
their  Quarrel  with  France,  are  fuch  as  only  affect  themfelves, 
or  at  lead  more  immediately  than  any  other  Prince  or  State ; 
fuch  as,  the  French  refufing  to  grant  the  Tariff  promifed  by  the 
Treaty  of  Rylwick  ;  the  loading  the  Dutch  Inhabitants  fettled  in 
France,  with  excejfive  Duties,  contrary  to  the  faid  Treaty  ;  the 
Violation  of  the  Partition-Treaty,  by  the  French  accepting  the  KJng 
0/ Spain V  Will,  and  threatning  the  States,  if  they  would  not  com* 
ply  1  the  fei^ing  the  Spanifli  Netherlands  by  the  French  Troops f 
and  turning  out  the  Dutch,  who  by  Permijjion  of  the  late  KJng  of 
Spain  were  in  Garrifon  there  ;  by  which  means  that  [{epublick  was 
deprived  of  her  Barrier,  contrary  to  the  Treaty  of  Partition,  where 
it  was  particularly  flipulated,  that  the  Spanifli  Netherlands  fhould 
be  left  to  the  Archduke.  They  alledged,  that  the  French  King 
governed  Flanders  as  his  own,  though  under  the  Name  of  his  Grand- 
Jon,  andfent  great  Numbers  of  Troops  thither  to  fright  them  :  That 
he  had  fei\ed  the  City  and  Citadel  of  Liege,  had  pojfejfed  htmfelf 
of  fever  al  Places  in  the  Archbifhofrick  of  Cologn,  and  maintained  • 
Troops  in  the  Country' of  Wolfe nbuttel,  in  order  to  block  up  the 
Dutch  on  all  fides  ;  andcaufed  his  Rgfident  to  give  in  a  Memorial^ 
wherein  he  threatned  the  States  to  atl  againft  them,  if  they  refufed 
complying  with  the  Contents  of  that  Memorial. 

The  Queen's  Declaration  of  War  is  grounded  upon  the  Grand 
Alliance,  as  This  was  upon  the  unjuft  Ufurpations  and  En- 
croachments of  the  French  King;  whereof  the  Inftances  produ- 
ced are,  His  keeping  in  PoffeJJim  a  great  Part  of  the  Spanifh  Do* 
minions,  fei^ing  Milan  and  the  Spanifli  Low  Countries,  making 
bimfeif  M'ifter  0/ Cadiz,  &c.     And  in/read  of  giving  Satisfaction 
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in  thefe  Points,  his  putting  an  Indignity  and  Affront  on  Her  Ma]  fly 
and  Kingdoms,  by  Declaring  the  Pretended  Prince  of  Wales  K^.  of 
England,  &c.  which  laft  was  the  only  perfonai  Quarrel. we  had 
in  the  War  ;  and  even  this  was  pofitively  denied  by  France,  that 
King  being  then  willing  to  Acknowledge  Her  Majefty. 

I  think  it  plainly  appears  by  both  Declarations,  that  England 
ought  no  more  to  have  been  a  Principal  in  this  War,  than  PrvJJia* 
or  any  other  Power,  who  came  afterwards  into  that  Alliance. 
Holland  was  firft  in  Danger,  the  French  Troops  being  at  thac 
time  juft  at  the  Gates  of  Nimeguen.  But  the  Complaints  made  in 
our  Declarrtion,  do  all,  except  the  laft,  as  much  or  more  concern 
almoft  every  Prince  in  Europe. 

For,  among  the  feveral  Parties  who  came  firft  or  laft  into  this 
Confederacy,  there  were  few  but  who,  in  proportion,  had  more 
to  get  or  to  lofe,  to  hope  or  to  fear,  from  the  good  or  ill  Sue- 
cefs  of  this  War,  than  We.  The  Dutch  took  up  Arms  to  defend 
themfelves  from  immediate  Ruin  ;  and  by  a  fuccefslul  War, 
they  propofed  to  have  a  larger  Extent  of  Country,  and  a  better 
Frontier  againft  France.  The  Emperor  hoped  to  recover  the  Mo- 
narchy of  Spain,  or  fome  part  of  it,  for  his  younger  Son,  chiefly 
at  the  Expence  of  Us  and  Holland*  The  King  of  Portugal  had 
received  Intelligence,  that  Philip  defigned  to  renew  the  old  Pre- 
tentions of  Spain  upon  that  Kingdom,  which  is  furrounded  by 
the  other  on  all  (ides,  except  towards  the  Sea,  and  could  there- 
fore only  be  defended  by  Maritime  Powers.  This,  with  the  ad- 
vantageous Terms  offered  by  King  Charles,  as  well  as  by  Us, 
prevailed  with  that  Prince  to  enter  into  the  Alliance.  7  be  Duke 
of  Savoys  Temptations  and  Fears  were  yet  greater  :  The  main 
Charge  of  the  War  on  ijiat  fide,  was  to  be  fuppiied  by  England^ 
and  the  Profit  to  redound  to  him.  In  cafe  Milan  fhould  be  Con- 
quered, it  was  ftipuiated  that  bis  Royal  Highnefs  fhould  have 
the  Dutchy  of  Mom f err  at,  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Mantuay 
the  Provinces  of  Alexandria,  and  Valentia,  and  Lomellino,  with 
other  Lands  between  the  Po  and  the  Hanaro,  together  with  the 
Vigevenafco,  or,  inlituofir,  an  Equivalent  out  of  the  Province 
of  Novara,  adjoining  to  his  own  State  ;  beiide  whatever  elfe 
could  be  taken  from  France  on  that  fide  by  the  Confederate  Forces* 
Then,  he  was  in  terrible  Apprehenfions  of  being  furrounded  by 
France^  who  had  fo  many  Troops  in  the  Milamfe,  and  might  have 
eafily  (Wallowed  up  his  whole. Dutchy. 

The  reft  of  the  Allies  came  in  purely  for  Subfidies,  whereof 
they  funk  considerable  Sums  into  their  own  Coffers,  and  refufed 
to  fend  their  Contingent  to  the  Emperor,  alledging  their  Troops 
were  already  hired  by  England  and  Holland. 

Sometime  after  the  Duke  of  Anjous  fucceeding  to  the  Monar- 
chy of  Spain,  in  breach  of  the  P^giuon- Treaty,  tUe  Quellion 
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foere  in  England  was,  Whether  the  Peace  fliouH  be  continued, 
or  a  new  War  begun.  Thofe  who  were  for  the  former,  ailedged 
the  Debts  and  Difficulties  we  laboured  under ;  that  both  We 
and  the  Dutch  had  already  acknowledged  Philip  for  King  of 
Spain;  that  the  Inclinations  of  the  Spaniards  to  the  Houfe  of 
Auflria,  and  their  Averfion  for  that  of  Bourbon,  were  not  fo 
furely  to  be  reckoned  upon,  as  fome  would  pretend  ;  that  We 
rightly  thought  it  a  piece  of  Infolence,  as  well  as  Injuftice,  in 
the  French,  to  offer  putting  a  King  upon  Us ;  and  the  Spaniards 
would  conceive,  we  had  as  little  Reafon  to  force  one  upon 
Them  ;  That  it  was  true,  the  Nature  and  Genius  of  thofe  two 
People  differed  very  much,  and  fo  would  probably  continue  to 
•do,  as  well  under  a  King  of  French  Blood,  as  one  of  Attflrian  $ 
but,  if  we  fhould  engage  in  a  War  for  Dethroning  the  D.  of 
Anjou,  we  Jfhould  certainly  effect  whar,  by  the  Progrefs  and 
Operations  of  it,  we  endeavoured  to  prevent,  I  mean  an  Union 
of  Interelt  and  Affections  between  the  two  Nations ;  For  the 
Spaniards  mud  of  neccfTity  call  in  French  Troops  to  their  Affi- 
ftance  :  This  would  introduce  French  Counfellors  into  King 
Philip's  Court  ;  and  this,  by  degrees,  would  habituate  and  re- 
concile the  two  Nations  :  That,  to  aflift  King  Charles  by  En- 
gliflo  or  Dutch  forces,  would  render  him  odio,us  to  his  new  Sub- 
jects, who  have  nothing  in  fo  great  an  Abomination,  as  thofe 
whom  they  hold  for  Heretickj  :  That,  the  French  would  by  this 
means  become  Matters  of  the  Treafures  in  the  Spanifh  Weft-In- 
dies :  That,  in  the  laft  War,  when  Spain,  Cologn,  and  Bavaria 
were  in  our  Alliance,  and  by  a  modeft  Computation  brought 
Sixty  thoufand  Men  into  the  Field  againft  the  Common  Enemy  ; 
when  Flanders,  the  Seat  of  War,  was  on  our  Side,  and  his  Ma- 
jefty,  a  Prince  of  great  Valour  and  Condu(5t,  at  the  Head  of  the 
whole  Confederate  Army  >  yet  we  had  no  reafon  to  boaft  of  our 
Succefs:  How  then  fhould  we  able  to  oppofe  France  with  thofe 
Powers  againft  us,  which  would  carry  Sixty  thoufand  Men  from 
us  to  the  Enemy,  and  fo  make  us,  upon  the  Balance,  weaker  by 
One  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  Men,  at  the  beginning  of  this 
War,  that  of  that  in  the  Year  1688  ? 

On  the  other  fide,  thofe  whofe  Opinion,  or  fome  private  Mo- 
tives, inclined  them  to  give  their  Advice  lor  entring  into  a  new 
War,  ailedged  how  dangerous  it  would  be  for  England,  that 
Philip  fliould  be  King  of  Spain  ;  that  we  could  have  no  Security 
for  our  Trade,  while  that  Kingdom  was  fubjed:  ro  a  Prince  of 
the  Bourbon  Family  ;  nor  any  hopes  of  prelerving  the  Balance 
of  Europe,  becaufe  the  Grandfather  would,  in  effedi:,  be  King, 
.while  his  Grandfon  had  but  the  Title,  and  thereby  have  a  better- 
Opportunity  than  ever  of  purfuing  his  Delign  for  Universal  Mo- 
pgrcfty.    Thefe  and  the  like  Arguments  prevailed;  and  la,  with- 
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out  offering  at  any  other  Remedy,  without  raking  time  to 
confider  the  Confequences*  or  to  reflect  on  our  own  Con- 
dition, we  haftily  engaged  in  a  War  which  hath  coft  us  Sixty 
Millions;  and  after  repeated,  as  well  as  unexpe&ed  Succefs  in 
Arms,  hath  put  us  and  our  Posterity  in  a  worie  Condition,  not 
only  than  any  of  our  Allies,  but  even  our  conquered  Enemies 
themfelves. 

The  part  we  have  a&ed  in  the  Conducit  of  this  whole  War, 
^wiih  reference  to  our  Allies  abroad,  and  to  a  prevailing  Facftion 
at  home,  is  what  I  (hall  now  particular  examin  5  where  I  pre- 
fume  it  will  appear,  by  plain  Matters  of  Fad,  that  no  Nation 
was  ever  fo  long  or  fo  fcandaloufly  abufed  by  the  Folly,  the  Te- 
merity, the  Corruption,  the  Ambition  of  its  domeftick  Enemies; 
or  treated  with  fo  much  Infolence,  Injuftice  and  Ingratitude  by 
its  foreign  Friends. 

This  will  be  manifeft  by  proving  the  Three  following  Points. 

F/r/?,  That  againft  all  manner  of  Prudence  or  common  Reafon, 
we  engaged  in  this  War  as  Principals^  when  we  ought  to  have 
adted  only  as  Auxiliaries. 

Secondly,  That  we  fpent  all  our  Vigour  in  purfuing  that  Parr 
of  the  War  which  could  lead  anfwer  the  End  we  propofed  by 
beginning  of  it;  and  made  no  Efforts  at  all  where  we  could 
have  molt  weakned  the  Common  Enemy,  and  at  the  fame  time 
enriched  our  Selves. 

Laftly,  That  we  fuffered  each  of  our  Allies  to  break  every  Ar» 
tide  in  thofe  Treaties  and  Agreements  by  which  they  were  bound, 
and  to  lay  the  Burthen  upon  us. 

Upon  the  firft  of  thefe  Points,  That  we  ought  to  have  entered 
into  this  War  only  as  Auxiliaries.  Let  any  Man  refledi  upon 
our  Condition  at  that  time  :  Juft  come  out  of  the  moft  tedious, 
expenfive  and  unfuccefsful  War  that  ever  England  had  been  en- 
gaged in  ;  finking  under  heavy  Debts,  of  a  Nature  and  Degree 
never  heard  of  by  Us  or  Our  Anceftors ;  the  Bulk  of  the  Gentry 
and  People  heartily  tired  of  the  War,  and  glad  of  a  Peace,  tho' 
it  brought  no  other  Advantage  but  it  felf :  No  fudden  Profped  of 
lefTening  bur  Taxes,  which  were  grown  as  necefTary  to  pay  our 
Debts,  as  to  raife  Armies:  A  fort  of  artificial  Wealth  of  Funds 
and  Stocks  in  the  Hands  of  thofe  who  for  ten  Years  before  had 
been  plundering  the  Publtck  ;  Many  Corruptions  in  every 
Branch  of  our  Government,  that  needed  Reformation.  Under 
thefe  Difficulties,  from  which  twenty  Years  Peace,  and  the  wi- 
feft  Management,  could  hardly  recover,  us,  we  declare  War 
cgainft  France,  fortified  by  the  Acceffion  and  Alliance  of  thofe 
Powers  I  mentioned  before,  and  which,  in  the  former  War,  had 
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had  been  Parties  in  our  Confederacy.  It  is  very  obvious  what 
a  Change  muft  be  made  in  the  Balance,  by  luch  Weights  taken 
out  of  Our  Scale  and  put  into  Theirs;  fince  it  was  mani- 
fefl:  by  ten  Years  Experience,  that  France  without  thofe  Addi- 
tions of  Strength,  was  able  to  maintain  it  felf  againft  us.  So 
that  Human  Probability  ran  with  mighty  odds  on  the  other  fide  ; 
and  in  that  cafe,  nothing  under  the  moft  extream  Neceffity 
ihould  force  any  State  to  engage  in  a  War.  We  had  already  ac- 
knowledged Philip  for  King  of  Spain  ;  neither  does  the  Queen's 
Declaration  of  War  take  notice  of  the  Duke  of  ^^o^sSucceffion 
to  that  Monarchy,  as  a  Subject  of  Quarrel  '£  tut  the  French 
King's  governing  it  as  if  it  were  his  own  ;  his  feizing  Cadiz, 
Mitiny  and  the  Spanifh  Low  Countries,  with  the  Indignity  of 
Proclaiming  the  Pretender.  In  all  which  we  charge  that  Prince 
with  nothing  direftly  relating  to  us,  excepting  the  laft :  And 
this,  although  indeed  a  great  Affront,  might  have  eafily  been 
redreffed  without  a  War  •  for  the  French  Court  declared  they 
did  not  acknowledge  the  Pretender,  but  only  gave  him  the  Title 
of  King,  which  was  was  allowed  to  AuPuJtm  by  his  Enemy  of 
Sweden,  who  had  driven  him  out  of  Poland,  and  forced  him  to 
acknowledge  Stawjlaus. 

Tis  true  indeed,  the  Danger  of  the  Butch,  by  fo  ill  a  Neigh- 
bourhood in  Flanders,  might  affe£t  us  very  much  in  the  Confe- 
quences  of  it ;  and  the  Lois  of  Spain  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria, 
if  it  ihould  be  governed  by  French  Influence,  and  French  Poli- 
ticks, might,  in  time,  be  very  pernicious  to  our  Trade.  It 
would  therefore  have  been  prudent,  as  well  as  generous  and 
charitable,  to  help  our  Neighbour  ;  and  fo  we  might  have  done 
without  injuring  our  felves :  For  by  an  old  Treaty  with  Hol- 
land, we  were  bound  to  affift  that  Republick  with  Ten  thou- 
land  Men,  whenever  they  were  attacked  by  the  French ;  whole 
Troops,  upon  the  King  of  Spams  Death,  taking  PofTeffion  of 
Flanders,  in  right  of  Philip,  and  fecuring  the  Dutch  Garrilbns 
'till  they  would  acknowledge  Him,  the  States  Genera1,  by  Me- 
morials from  their  Envoy  here,  demanded  only  the  Ten  thou- 
fand  Men,  we  were  obliged  to  give  by  virtue  of  that  Treaty. 
And  I  make  no  doubt  but  Holland  would  have  exerted  them-- 
felves  fo  vigorouily,  as  to  be  able,  with  that  Affiftance  alone,  to 
defend  their  Frontiers  :  Or,  if  they  had  been  forced  to  a  Peace, 
the  Spaniards,  who  abhor  difmembring  their  Monarchy,  would 
never  have  fuffered  the  French  to  poffefs  themfelves  of  Flanders. 
At  that  time  they  had  none  of  thofe  Endearments  to  each  other 
which  this  War  hath  created;  and  whatever  Hatred  and  Jea- 
loufie  were  natural  between  the  two  Nations,  would  then  have 
appeared.  So  that  there  was  no  fort  of  neceffity  for  Us  to  pro- 
ceed further  although  We  had  been  in  a' better  Condition. 
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But  our  Politicians  at  that  time  had  other  Views,  and  a  new  War 
muft  be  undertaken,  upon  the  Advice  of  thofe  who,  with  their 
Parti&Hs  and  Adherents,  were  to  be  the  fole  Gainers  by  it.  A 
Grand  Alliance  was  therefore  made  between  the  Emperor,  En- 
gland, and  the  States-General;  by  which,  if  the  Injuries  com- 
plained of  from  France  were  not  remedied  in  two  Months,  the 
Parties  c6ncerned  were  obliged  mutually  to  affift  each  other  with  s 
tfceirwjjole  Strength. 

Thus  We  became  Principal  in  a  War,  in  Conjunction  with 
two  Allies,  whofe  fhare  in  the  Quarrel  was,  beyond  all  Propor- 
tion, greater  than  ours.  However,  I  can  fee  no  Reafon  from  the 
Words  of  die  Grand  Alliance,  by  which  we  were  obliged  to  make 
thofe  prodigious  Expences  we  have  fince  been  at.  By  what  I  have 
always  heard  and  read,  I  take  the  whole  Strength  of  the  Nation,  as 
underftood  in  that  Treaty,  to  be  the  utmoft  that  a  Prince  can 
Taife  Annually  from  his  Subje&s  ;  if  he  be  forced  to  Mortgage 
and  Borrow,  whether  at  Home  or  Abroad,  it  is  not,  properly 
fpeaking,  his  own  Strength,  or  that  of  the  Nation,  but  the  entire 
Subftance  of  particular  Perfons,  which  not  being  able  to  raife 
out  of  the  annual  Income  of  his  Kingdom,  he  takes  upon  Secu- 
rity, and  can  only  pay  thelntereft  ;  and'by  this  Method  one  Part 
of  the  Nation  is  pawned  to  the  other,  with  hardly  a  Poflibility 
left  of  being  ever  redeemed. 

Surely  it  would  have  been  enough  for  us  to  have  fufpended 
the  Payment  of  our  Debts  contra£ted  in  the  former  War,  to 
have  continued  our  Land  and  Malt  Tax  ,  with  thofe  others 
which  have  fince  been  mortgaged  :  Thefe,  with  fome  Additi- 
ons, would  have  made  up  liich  a  Sum,  as,  with  prudent  Ma- 
nagement, might,  I  fuppofe,  have  maintained  an  Hundred  thou- 
sand Men  by  Sea  and  Land ;  a  reafonable  Quota  in  all  confer- 
ence for  that  Ally,  who  apprehended  leaft  Danger,  and  expect- 
ed leaft  Advantage.  Nor  can  we  imagine  that  either  of  the 
Confederates,  when  the  War  begun,  would  have  been  fo  un- 
reasonable, as  to  refufe  joining  with  us  upon  fuch  a  Foot,  and 
expaft  that  we  fhould  every  Year  go  between  three  and  four 
'  Millions  in  Debt  (which  hath  been  our  Cafe)  becaufe  the  French 
could  hardly  have  contrived  any  Offers  of  a  Peace  fb  ruinous 
to  us  as  fuch  a  War.  Pofterity  will  be  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  what 
kind  of  Spirit  could  poflefs  their  Anceftors,  who  after  ten  Years 
Suffering,  by  the  unexampled  Politicks  of  a  Nation,  maintaining 
a  War  by  annually  Pawning  it  felf ;  and  during  a  Ihort  Peace, 
while  they  were  looking  back  with  Horror  on  the  heavy  Load 
of  Debts  they  had  contracted ;    univerfally   condemning  thofe 

J)ernicioas  Counfels  which  had  o-ccafioned  them  \  racking  their 
nvention  for  fome  Remedies  or  Expedients  to  mend  their  fhat- 
3  -1  Condition :  That  thefe  very  People,  without  giving  them- 
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Felvljft  time "  to  breath,  fliould  again  enter  into  a  more  dangeous, 
chargeable,  and  extenfive  War,  for  the  fame,  or  perhaps  a  greater 
Period  of  Time,  and  without  any  apparent  Necefiity.  ft  is  ob- 
vious in  a  private  Fortune,  that  whoever  annually  runs  out,  and 
continues  the  fame  Expences,  mull  every  Year  mortgage  a  greater 
quantity  of  Land  than  he  did  before ;  and  as  the  Debt  doubles 
and  trebles  upon  him,  fo  doth  his  Inability  to  pay  it.  By  the 
fame  Proportion  we  have  fuffered  twice  as  much  by  this  laft  ten 
Years  War,  as  we  did  by  the  former ;  and  if  it  were  poflible  to 
continue  it  five  Years  longer  at  the  fame  rate,  it  would  be  as  great 
a  Burthen  as  the  whole  Twenty.  This  Computation,  fo  eafie  and 
trivial  as  it  is  almoft  a  ihame  to  mention,  Pofterity  will  think 
that  thofe  who  firft  advifed  the  War,  had  either  not  the  Senfe  or 
the  Honefty  to  confider. 

And  as  we  have  wafted  our  Strength  and  vital  Subftance  in  this 
profufe  manner,  fo  we  have  ihamefully  mifapplied  it  to  Ends  at 
leaft  very  different  from  thofe  for  which  we  undertook  the  W7ar, 
and  often  to  effe£t  others  which  after  a  Peace  we  may  feverely  re- 
pent.   This  is  the  fecond  Article  I  propofed  to  examine. 

WE  have  now  for  Ten  Years  together  turned  the  whole  Force 
and  Expence  of  the  War,  where  the  Enemy  was  beft  able  to  hold 
us  at  a  Bay ;  where  we  could  propofe  no  manner  of  Advantage 
to  our  felves;  where  it  was  highly  impolitick  to  enlarge  our  Con- 
quefts  ;  utterly  neglecting  that  Part  which  would  have  faved  and 
gained  us  many  Millions,  which  the  perpetual  Maxims  of  our 
Government  teach  us  to  purfoe  ;  which  would  have  fooneft  weak- 
ned  the  Enemy,  and  muft  either  have  promoted  a  fpeedy  Peace, 
or  enabled  us  to  go  on  with  the  War. 

Thofe  who  are  fond  of  continuing  the  War,  cry  up  our  con- 
ftant  Succefs  at  a  moft  prodigious  rate,  and  reckon  it  infinitely 
greater  than  in  all  human  "Probability  we  had  reafon  to  hope. 
Ten  glorious  Campaigns  are  paffed,  and  now  at  laft,  like  the 
fick  Man,  we  are  juft  expiring  with  all  forts  of  good  Sym- 
ptoms. Did  the  Advifers  of  this  War  fuppofe  it  would  continue 
Ten  Years,  without  expecting  the  Succeffes  we  have  had ;  and 
yet  at  the  fame  time  determine,  that  France  muft  be  redu- 
ced, and  Spain  fubdued,  by  employing  our  whole  Strength 
up©n  Flanders  *  Did  they  believe  the  laft  War  left  us  in  a  Con- 
dition to  f  urnilh  fuch  vaft  Supplies  for  fo  long  a  Period,  without 
involving  Us  and  our  Pofterity  in  unextricable  Debts  ?  If  afcer 
fuch  Miraculous  Doings ,  we  are  not  yet  in  a  Condition  of 
bringing  France  to  our  Terms,  nor  can  tell  when  we  lhall  be  fo, 
though  we  fhould  proceed  without  any  Reverfe  of  Fortune  ; 
What  could  we  look  for  in  the  ordinary  .Courfe  of  Things,  but 
a  Flanders  Wax  of  at  le|ft  twenty  Years  longer  ?  Do  they  in- 
deed 
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deed  think  a  Town  taken  for  the  Dutch,  is  a  fufficient  Recomj#nce 
to  us  for  fix  Millions  c£  Money?  which  is  of  fo  Jittle  Confequeilce 
to  the  determining  the  War,  that  the  French  may  yet  hold  out  a 
dozen  Years  more,  and  afford  a  Town  every  Campaign  at  the 
fame  Price. 

I  lay  not  this,  by  any  means,  to  detrafl  from  the  Army  or  its 
Leaders.  Getting  into  the  Enemies  Lines,  pafling  Rivers,  and 
taking  Towns,  may  be  Actions  attended  with  many  glorious 
Circumftances :  But  when  all  this  brings  no  real  folid  Advan- 
tage to  us,  when  it  hath  no  other  End  than  to  enlarge  the  Ter- 
ritories of  the  Dutch,  and  encreafe  the  Fame  and  Wealth  of  our 

G /,  I  conclude,  however  it  comes  about,  that  Things  are 

not  as  they  Ihould  be ;  and  that  furely  our  Forces  and  Money 
might  be  better  employed,  both  towards  reducing  our  Enemy, 
and  working  fome  Benefit  to  our  felves.  But  the  Cafe  is  ftill 
much  harder,  we  are  deftroying  many  thoufand  Lives,  exhau- 
ffing  all  our  Subftance,  not  for  our  own  Intereft,  which  would 
he  but  common  Prudence  ;  not  for  a  Thing  indifferent,  which 
would  be  fufficient  Folly,  but  perhaps  to  our  own  Deftru£tion, 
tvhich  is  perfect  Madnefs.  We  may  live  to  feel  the  Effedts  of 
our  Valour  more  fenfibly  than  all  the  Confequences  we  imagine 
from  the  Dominions  of  Spain  in  the  Duke  of  Anjou.  We  have 
Conquered  a  noble  Territory  for  the  States,  that  will  maintain 
fufficient  Troops  to  Defend  it  felf,  feed  many  hundred  thoufand 
Inhabitants,  where  all  Encouragement  will  be  given  to  intro- 
duce and  improve  Manufactures,  which  was  the  only  Advantage 
they  wanted  ;  and  which,  added  to  their  Skill,  Induftry,  and  Par- 
fimony,  will  enable  them  to  underfell  us  in  every  Market  of  the 
World. 

Our  Supply  of  Forty  thoufand  Men,  according  to  the  firft  Sti- 
pulation, added  to  the  Quota's  of  the  Emperor  and  Holland, 
which  they  were  obliged  to  f  urnilh,  would  have  made  an  Army 
of  near  Two  hundred  thoufand,  exclufive  of  Garrifons ;  enough 
to  withftand  all  the  Power  that  Trance  could  bring  againft  it ;  and 
we  might  have  employed  the  reft  much  better,  both  for  the  com- 
mon Caufe  and  owr  Advantage, 

The  War  in  Spain  mufl  be  imputed  to  the  Credulity  of  our 
Minifters,  who  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  perfuaded  by  the  Im- 
perial Court,  that  the  Spaniards  were  fo  violently  affected  to  the 
Houfe  of  A'AJlria,  as  upon  the  firft  Appearance  there,  with  a 
few  Troops  under  the  Archduke,  the  whole  Kingdom  would 
immediately  revolt.  This  we  tried,  and  found  the  Emperor  to: 
have  deceived  either  Us  or  Himfelf :  Yet  there  we  drove  oil 
the  War  at  a  ■; prodigious  Difadvantage,  with  e;reat  Expcr.cc  * 
And  by  a  moft  corrupt  Management,  the  only  General,  who  bi 
a  Courfe  of  Conduit  and  EftxtUiie  almoft  miraculous,  had  nearll 

put 
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put  us  into  Fofleffion  of  the  Kingdom,  was  left  wholly  unftip" 
ported,  expofcd  to  the  Envy  of  his  Rivals,  difappointed  by  the 
Caprices  of  a  young  unexperienced  Prince,  under  the  Guidance 
of  a  rapacious  German  Miniflry,  and  at  laft  called  home  in  Dif" 
content :  By  which  our  Armies,  both  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  were 
made  a  Sacrifice  to  Avarice,  lll-conduft  or  Treachery. 

In  common  Prudence,  we  ftiould  either  have  pulhed  that  War 
with  the  utmoft  Vigour,  in  fo  fortunate  ajun&ure,  efpccially  fince 
the  gaining  that  Kingdom  was  the  great  Point  for  which  we 
pretended  to  continue  the  War,  or  at  leafi  when  we  had  found  or 
made  that  Defign  impracticable,  we  ftiould  not  have  gone  on  ill 
fo  exj>enfive  a  Management  of  it ;  but  have  kept  out  Troops 
on  the  Defenfive  in  Catalonia,  and  purfued  fome  other  way  more 
effectual  for  diftreffing  the  common  Enemy,  and  advantaging 
Ourfelves.  . 

And  what  a  noble  Field  of  Honour  and  Profit  had  we  before 
us,  wherein  to  employ  the  belt  of  our  Strength^  which  againft 
all  the  Maxims  af  Britifb  Policy,  we  fufFered  to  lie  wholly  neg- 
lected ?  I  have  fometimes  wondered  how  it  came  to  pafs,  that, 
the  Style  of  Maritime  Pmers,  by  which  our  Allies,  in  a  fort .of 
contemptuous  manner,  ufually  couple  us  with  the  Dutch,  did 
never   put  us  in  mind  of  the  Sea ;  and  while  fome  Politicians 
were  lhewing  us  the  way  to  Spain  by  Flanders,  others  by  Savoy 
or  Naples,  that  the  Weft-Indies  Ihould  never  come  into  theit 
Heads.    With  half  the  Charge  we  have  been  at,   we   might 
have  maintained  out  original  Quota  of.  Forty  thoufmd  Men  iri 
Fidnders,  and  at  the  fame  time  by  our  Fleets  and  Naval  Forces, 
have  fo  diftrefled  the  Spaniards  in  the  North  and  South  Seas  ot 
America,  as  to  prevent  any  Returns  of  Mony  from  thence,  ex- 
cept in  our  own  Bottoms. "  This  is  what  belt  bcca*ne  us  to  do 
as  a  Maritime  Power  :    This,  with  any  common  Degree  of  Sue- 
cefs,  would  foon  have  compelled  France  to  the  Neceffities  <tf  a 
Peace,    and  Spain  to  acknowledge  the  Archduke.    But  while 
We,  for  ten  Years,  have  been  fquandring  away;  our  Mony  upon 
the  Continent,  France  hath  be§n  wifely  engroffing  all  the  Trade 
o?Peru,  going  dire£tly  with  their  Ships  to  Lima,  and  other 
Ports,  and  there  receiving  Ingots  of  Gold  and  Silver  for  French 
Goods  of  little  Value ;  which,  befide  the  mighty  Advantage  to 
their  Nation  at  prefent,  may  divert  the  Channel  of  that  Trade 
for  the  future,  fo  beneficial  to  us,  who  ufed  to  receive  annually 
fuch  vaft  Sums  at  Cadiz,  for  our  Goods  fent  theilce  to  the  Spanijh 
Wft-Indies*    All  this  we  tamely  faw  and  fuffered,  without  the 
ieaft  Attempt  to  hinder  it ;  except  what  was  performed  by  fome 
private  Men  at  Brijlol,  who,  inflamed  bv  a  true  Spirit  or  Cou- 
rage and  Induftry,    did,    about  three  Years  ago,  with  a  tew 
Veffels^  fitted  out  at  their  own  Charge,   make  a  moft  fucceistul 
Voyage  fato  thofe  Parts,  took  one  of  the  Jpapulco  Ships,  very 
^  ;  q  -  narrowly 


narrowly  mift  6F  the  other,  and  are  lately  returned  laden  veltfc 
*inenvied  Wealth;  to  (hew  us  whartnight  have  been  done  with 
the  like  Management,  by  a  publick  Undertaking.  At  leaft  we 
anight  eafily  have  prevented  thofe  great  Returns  of  Money  to 
France  and  Spain>  though  we -could  not  have  taken  it  our  felves. 
And  if  it  be  true,  as  the  Advocates  for  War  would  have  it,  that 
the  French  are  now  fo  impoverifhed  $  in  what  Condition  muft 
shey  have  been,  if  that  Iflue  of  Wealth  had  been  flopped  ? 

But  great  Events  often  turn  upon  very  fmall  Circumftances: 
It  was  the  Kingdom's  Misfortune,  that  the  Sea  was  not  the 

D         of  M b9s  Element,   ocherwife  the  whole  Force  of 

the  War  would  infallibly  have  been  bellowed  there,  infinitely 
so  the  Advantage  of  his  Country,  which  would  then  have  gone 
hand  in  hand  with  bis  own.    But  it  is  very  truly  obje&ed,  That 
if  we  alone  had  made  fuch  an  Attempt  as  this,  Holland  would 
shave  been  jealous;  or  if  we  had  done  it  in  Conjun&ion  with 
Holland,   the  Houfe  of  Auftria  would  have  been  difcontented. 
This  hath  been  the  Style  of  late  Years ;    which  whoever  in- 
troduced among  us,  they  have  taught  our  Allies  to  (peak  after 
them-     Ocherwife  it  could  hardly  enter  into  any  Imagination, 
that  while  we  are  Confederates  in  a  War,  with  thofe  who 
are  to  have  the  whole  Profit,  and  who  leave  a  double  ihare 
of  the  Burthen  upon  Us,  we  dare  not  think  of  any  Defign,   tho* 
^gainft  the  Common  Enemy,  where   there  is  the  leaft  profped: 
«tif  doing  Good  to  our  own  Country,  for  fear  of  giving  Um- 
brage and  Offence  to  our  Allies;  while  we  are  ruining  our 
felves  to  Conquer  Provinces  and  Kingdoms  for  Them.    I  there- 
fore confefs  with  Shame,  that  this  Qbje&ion  is  true  :  For  it  is 
very  well  known,  that  while  the  Defign  of  Mr.  Hilfi  Expedi- 
tion remained  a  Secret,  it  was  fufpedted  in  Holland  and  Germany 
to  be  intended  againft  Peru  ;  whereupon  the  Dutch  made  every 
w&ere  their  publick  Complaints,  and  the  Minifters  at  Vienna 
talked  of  it  as  as  an  fyfolence  in  the  Qu — n  to  attempt  fuch  an  Vn- 
d&rtakjng ;  which,  however  it  has  failed,  partly  by  the  Acci- 
dents ofa  Storm,  and  partly  by  the  Stubbornnefs  or  Treachery 
,    of Tome  in  that  Colony,  for  whofe  Relief,  and  at  whofe  Entrea- 
ty it  was  in  fome  meafure  defigned,  is  no  Objection  atalito  an 
JEnterprize  fo  well  concerted,  and  .with  fuch  fair  Probability  of 
Succefs. 

It  was  fomething  lingular  that  the  States  ihould  exprefs  their 
Uneafinefs,  when  they  thought  we  intended  to  make  fome  At- 
tempt in  the  Spanifh  iVcft- Indie s  j;  becaufe  it  is  agreed  between 
tis,  that  whatever  is  Conquered  there,  by  Us  or  Them,  ihall 
belong  to  the  Conqueror :  Which  is  the  only  Article  that  I  can 
iCdl  to  mind,  in  all  our  Treaties  or  Stipulations,  with  any  View 
of  Intereft  to  this  Kingdom!  and  for  that  very  Reafen,  I  fup- 
£ ofe,  asiong  o&er^  hath  been  altogether  jnegle&ei    lit  thofe 

who 
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who  think  this  too  feverea  Refieftion,  exarnin  the  whole  Msr 
nagement  of  the  prefent  War  by  Sea  and  Land  wida  all  our  Al- 
liances, Treaties,  Stipulations  and  Conventions,  and  confider, 
whether  the  whole  does  not  look  as  if  fome  particular  Care  and 
Induftry  had  been  ufed,  to  prevent  any  Benefit  or  Advantage  that 
might  poffibly  accrue  to  Britain. 

This  kind  of  Treatment  from  our  two  Principal  Allies^  hath 
taught  the  fame  Dialeft  to  all  the  reft ;  fo  that  there  is  hardly  a 
petty  Prince^  whom  we  half  maintain  by  Subfidies  and  Penfions, 
who  is  not  ready,  upon  every  Occafion,  to  threaten  Us,  that  Hs 
will  recal  his  Troops  (though  they  muft  rob  or  ftarve  at  home) 
if  we  refute  to  comply  with  Him  in  any  Demand^  however  fo 
unre&fonable* 

UPONT  the  Third  Head  I  fhalj  produce  £>me  Inftances,  to 
fhew  how  tamely  we  have  fuffered  each  of  our  Allies  to  infringe 
every  Article  in  tbofe  Treaties  and  Stipulations  by  which  they 
are  bound,  and  to  lay  the  Load  upon  Us. 

But  before  I  enter  upon  this,  which  is  a  large  Subjeft,  I  fhall 
take  leave  to  offer  a  few  Remarks  on  certain  Articles  in  three  of 
our  Treaties  ;  which  may  let  us  perceive  how  much  thofe  Mini- 
fters  valued  or  underftood  die  true  Intereft,  Safety,  or  Honour  of 
their  Country. 

We  have  made  two  Alliances  with  Portugal,  an  Offensive  atxi 
Defenfive  :  The  firft  is  to  remain  in  force  only  during  the  pre- 
fent War  ;  the  fecond  to  be  perpetual.  In  the  Offensive  Alliance, 
the  Emperor,  England,  and  Holland  are  Pasties  with  Portugal  | 
in  the  Defenfive  only  We  and,  die  States. 

Upon  the  firft  Article  of  the  OfFenfive  Alliance  it  is  to  be  ob~ 
ferved,  that  although  the  Grand  Alliance,  as  I  have  already  faidi, 
allows  England  and  Holland  to  poflefs  for  their  own,  whatever 
<  each  of  them  lhall  Conquer  in  the  Spanifh  Wefi-lndies  ;  yet  here 
we  are  quite  cut  out,  by  confenting^  that  the  Archduke  fhall 
poflefs  the  Dominions  of  Spain  in  as  full  a  manner  as  their  late 
King  Charley  And  what  is  more  remarkable,  we  broke  this 
very  Article  in  Favour  of  Portugal,  by  fubfequent  Stipulations  j 
where  we  agree,  that  King  Charles  fball  deliver  up  Efftamadura, 
Vigo,  and  fome  other  Places,  to  the  Portuguese,  as  foon  as  we  can 
Conquer  them  from  the  Enemy.  They  who  were  guilty  of  fo 
much  Folly  and  Contradi£tion,  know  beft  whether  it  proceeded; 
from  Corruption  or  Stupidity. 

By  two  other  Articles  (befides  the  Honour  of  being  Convoys 
and  Guards  in  ordinary  to  the  Portuguese  Ships  and  Coafts)  we 
are  to  guefs  the  Enemies  Thoughts,  and  to  take  the  King  of 
Portugal's  Word,  whenever  he  has  a  Fancy  that  he  lhall  be  in- 
vaded:  We  alfo-  are  to  forniih  him  with  a  Strength  fuperk*  to 
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what  the  Enemy  intehds  to  invade  any  of  his  Dominions  with*' 
let  that  be  what  it  will :  And,  'till  we  know  what  the  Enemy's 
Forces  are,  His  Portuguese  Majefty  is  fole  Judge  what  Strength 
is  fuperior,  and  what  will  be  able  to  prevent  an  Invafion  5  and 
may  fend  our  Fleets,  whenever  he  pleafes,  upon  his  Errands,  to 
fome  of  the  furtheft  Parrs  of  the  World,  or  keep  them  attend- 
ing upon  his  own  Coafts,  -till  he  thinks  fit  to  difmifs  them. 
Thefe  Fleers  mutt  likewife  be  fubjed:  in  all  things,  not  only  to 
?he  King,  but  to  his  Viceroys,  Admirals  and  Governors,  in  any 
of  his  Foreign  Dominions,  when  he  is  in  a  Humour'to  apprehend 
^n  Invaiion  ;  which,  1  believe,  is  an  Indignity  that  was  neve? 
pftered  before,  except  to  a  Conquered  Nation, 

In  the  Defenfive  Alliance  with  that  Crown,  which  is  to  re- 
main perpetual,  and  where  only  England  and  Holland  are  Par- 
ties with  them,  the  fame  Care,  in  almoft  the  fame  Words,  is 
taken  for  our  Fleet  to  attend  their  Coafts  and  Foreign  Domini- 
ons, and  to  be  under  the  fame  Obedience.  We  and  the  States 
are  likewife  to  furnifli  them  with  Twelve  thoufand  Men  at  our 
own  Charge,  which  we  areconftamly  to  recruit,  and  thefe  ate 
10  be  fubjefl  to  the  Portuguefe  Generals. 

In  the  OfFenfive  Alliance  we  took  no  care  of  Jiving  the  Af- 
fiance of  Portugal,  whenever  we  fhould  be  invaded  .  But  in  this, 
it  feems,  we  were  wifer  ;  for  that  King  is  obliged  to  make  War 
pn  France  or  Spain,  whenever  We  or  Holland  are  invaded  by  ei- 
ther ;  but  before  this,  we  are  to  fupply  them  with  the  fame 
Forces,  both  by  Sea  and  Land,  as  if  he  were  invaded  himfelf  : 
And  this  muft  needs  be  a  very  prudent  and  fafe  Courfe  for  a 
Maritime  Power  to  take  upon  a  fudden  Invafion;  by  which, 
inftead  of  making  ufe  of  our  Fleets  and  Armies  for  our  own  De-? 
fence,  we  muft  lend  them  abroad  for  the  Defence  of  Portugal. 

By  the  Thirteenth  Article  we  are  told,  what  this  Ailiftance 
is  which  the  Portuguese  are  to  give  us,  and  upon  what  Condi- 
tions. They  are  to  furnifli  ten  Men  of  War  ;  and  when  Eng- 
land or  Holland  (hall  be  invaded  by  France  and  Spain  together, 
or  by  Spain  alone ;  in  either  of  thefe  Cafes,  thofe  een  Portuguese 
Men  of  War  are  to  ferve  only  upon  their  own  Coafts  ;  where, 
no  doubt,  they  will  be  of  mighty  Ufe  to  their  Allies,  and  Terror 
to  the  Enemy. 

How  the  Dutch  were  drawn  to  have  a  Part  in  either  of  thefe 
two  Alliances,  is  not  very  material  to  enquire,  fince  they  have 
been  fo  wife  as  never  to  obferve  them,  nor,  I  fuppofe,  ever  in- 
tended it,  but  refolved,  as  they  have  fince  done,  to  ftift  the 
Load  upon  us. 

Let  any  Man  read  thefe  two  Treaties  from  the  beginning  to 
the  end,  he  will  imagine,  that  the  King  of  Portugal  and  his 
M^ifters  fat  down  and  made  them  by  rhemfejyes,  and  then  fenc 

then* 
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them  to  their  Allies  to  Sign ;  the  whole  Spirit  and  Tenor  of 
them,  quite  through,  running  only  upon  this  fingle  Point,  What 
We  and  Holland  are  to  do  for  Portugal,  withouc  any  mention  of 
an  Equivalent,  except  thofe  ten  Ships,  which  at  the  time  when 
we  have  greateft  need  of  their  Affiftance,  are  obliged  to  attend 
upon  their  own  Coafts. 

The  Barrier-Treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  Holland,  was 
concluded  at  the  Hague  on  the  29th  of  October,  in  the  Year  1709. 
In  this  Treaty,  neither  Her  Majefty,  rvor  Her  Kingdoms,  have 
any  IntereftvOr  Concern,  farther  than  what  is  mentioned  in  the 
Second  and  the  Twentieth  x^rrcles:  By  the  former,  the  States 
aretoaffift  theQp — n  in  Defending  the  A<5t  of  Succeffion;  and 
by  the  other,  not  to  Treat  of  a  Peace  'till  France  acknowledges 
the  Qu — n,  and  the  Succeffion  of  Hannover,  and  promifes  to  re- 
move the  Pretender  om  of  his  Dominions. 

As  to  the  firit  of  thefe,  It  is  certainly  for  the  Safety  and  Inte- 
reft  of  the  States-General,  that  the  Proteftant  Succeffion  fliould 
be  preferved  in  England 5  becaufe  fuch  a  Popifti  Prince  as  weap- 

grehend,  would  infallibly  join  with  France  in  the  Ruin  of  that 
.epublick.  And  the  Dutch  are  as  much  bound  to  fupport  our 
Succeffion,  as  they  are  tied  to  any  Part  of  a  Treaty  of  League 
Offenfive  and  Defenfive,  againft  a  Common  Enemy,  without  any 
feparate  Benefit  upon  that  Confideration.  Her  Majefty  is  in  the 
full  peaceable  Pofleffion  of  Her  Kingdoms,  and  of  the  Hearts  of 
Her  People ;  among  whom,  hardly  one  in  five  hundred  are  in 
the  Pretender's  Intereft.  And  whether  the  Affiftance  of  the  Dutch, 
to  preferve  a  Right  fo  well  eftabliflied,  be  an  Equivalent  to  thofe 
many  unreasonable  exorbitant  Articles  in  the  reft  of  the  Treaty, 
let  the  World  judge.  What  an  Impreffion  of  our  Settlement 
muft  it  give  Abroad,  to  fee  our  Minifters  offering  fuch  Condi- 
tions to  the  Dutch,  to  prevail  on  them  to  be  Guarantees  of  our 
A&$  of  Parliament  !  Neither  perhaps  is  it  right,  in  point  of  Po- 
licy or  good  Senfe,  that  a  Foreign  Power  fliould  be  called  in  to 
confirm  our  Succeffion  by  way  of  Guarantee  ;  but  only  to  ac- 
knowlege  it.  Otherwise  we  put  it  out  of  the  Power  of  our  own 
Legiflature  to  change  our  Succeffion,  without  the  Confent  of  that 
Prince  or  State  who  is  Guarantee  ;  however  our  Pofterity  may 
hereafter,  by  the  Tyranny  and  Oppreffion  of  any  fucceeding 
Princes,  be  reduced  to  the  fatal  Neceffity  of  breaking  in  upon 
the  excellent  and  happy  Settlement  now  in  force» 

As  to  the  other  Article,  it  is  a  natural  Confequence  that  muft 
attend  any  Treaty  of  Peace  we  can  make  with  France ;  being 
only  the  Acknowledgment  of  Her  Majefty  as  Queen  of  Her  own 
Dominions,  and  the  Right  of  Succeffion  by  our  own  Laws,  which 
po  Foreign  Power  hath  any  Pretence  to  difpui?. 

How- 
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However,  in  order  to  deferve  tbefc  mighty  Advantages  from 
the  States,  the  reft  of  the  Treaty  is  wholly  taken  up  in  dire&ing 
what  we  are  to  do  for  fbetrv 

By  the  Grand  Alliance,  which  was  the  Foundation  of  the  jpre- 
fent  War,  the  Spanifh  Low  Countries  were  to  be  recovered  and 
delivered  to  the  King  of  Spain  :  But  by  this  Treaty,  that  Prince 
is  to  poffefs  nothing  in  Flanders  during  the  War  :  And  after  a 
Peace,  the  States  are  to  have  the  Military  Command  of  about 
twenty  Towns  with  their  Dependants,  and  Four  hundred  thou- 
fend  Crowns  a  Year  from  the  King  of  Spain  to  maintain  their 
Garrifons.  By  which  means  they  will  have  the  Command  of  alt 
Flanders,  from  Newport  on  the  Sea  to  Namur  on  the  Maefe,  and 
be  entirely  Matters  of  the  Pais  delVaas,  the  richeft  part  of  thofe 
Provinces.  Further,  they  have  liberty  to  Garrifon  any  Place 
they  (hall  think  fit  in  the  Spanifh  Low-Countries,  whenever  there 
is  an  Appearance  of  War  ,  and  confequendy  to  put  Garrifons 
into  Offend,  or  where  elfe  they  pleafe,  upon  a  Rupture  with' 
England. 

By  this  Treary  likewife,  the  Dutch  will,  in  effect,  be  enrire 
Maftewof  all  the  Low  Countries,  may  impofe  Duties,  Reftri&ionsj 
in  Commerce,  and  Prohibitions. at  their  Pleafure  r  and  in  that 
fertile  Country  may  fet  up  all  forts  of  Manufactures,  particular- 
ity the  Woollen,  by  inviting  the  difobliged  Manufactures  in  Ire- 
kind,  and  the  French  Refugees,  who  are  fcattered  all  over  Ger- 
many.  And  as  this  Manufa&ure  encreafes  abroad,  the  Cloaxhing 
People  of  England  will  be  neceflitared,  for  want  of  Employ- 
ment, to  follow  ;  and  jn  few  Years,  by  help  of  the  low  Jatereft- 
©f.  Money  in  Holland,  Flanders  may  recover  that  beneficial  Trade 
which  we  got  from  them :  The  Landed-Men  of  England  will  then 
be  forced  to  re-eftablifh  the  Staples  of  Wooltabroad ,  and  the 
Dutch,,  inftead  of  being  only  the  Carrier?,  will  become  the  ori- 
ginal Poflefiors  of  thofe  Commodities,  with,  which  the  greateft 
part  of  the  Trade  of  the  World  is  noflr  carried  on.  And  as  they 
lacreafe  their  Trade,  it  is  obvious  they  will  enlarge  their  Strength* 
at  Sea,,  and  that  ours  muft  lefTcn  in  Proportion. 

All  the  Ports  in  Flanders  are  to  be  fubjedt  to  the  like  Duties 
the  Dutch  fhall  lay  upon  the  Scheldt  which  is  to  be  clofed  on  the 
ikle  of  the  States  :  Thus  all  other  Nations  are,  in  effefl,  (hut  out 
hoar  Trading  with  Flanders.  Yet  in  the  very  fame  Article  is  is 
faid,  That  the  States  fhall  be  favoured  in  all  the  Spanifh  Dominions 
as  much  as  Great  Britain,  or  as  the  People  moj}  favoured.  We  have 
Conquered  Flanders  for  them,  and  are  in  a  wor-fc  Condition,  a& 
W  our  Trade  there,  than  before  the  War  began.  We  have  been 
the  great  Support  of  the  King  of  Spain,  to  whom  the  Dutch  have 
hardly  contributed  any  thing  at  all;  and  yet  they  are  tobeeqjtal- 
ty  favoured  mtb  us  in  all  his  Dominions.    Of  all  this  the  Queen  is 
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tmder  the  unreafonable  Obligation^  being  Guarantee^  and  th& 
they  (hall  poflefs  their  Barrier,  and  their  four  hundred  thoufend 
Crowns  a  Year,  even  before  a  Peace. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  this  Treaty  was  only  Sign'd  by  one 
of  our  Plenipotentiaries:  And  I  have  been  told,  that  the  other 
was  teard  to  fay,  He  would  rather  lofe  his  Right  hand,  than  iec 
it  to  liich  a  Treaty*  Had  hefpoke  thofe  Words  in  due  feafon* 
and  loud  enough  to  be  heard  on  this  fide  of  the  Water,  consider- 
ing the  Credit  he  bad  then  at  Courts  'he  n}ight  have  faved  muck 
df  his  Country's  Honour,  and  got  as  much  to  himfelf :  There- 
fore if  the  Report  be  true,  I  am  inclined  to  think  he  only  SAID 
iu  I  have  "been  lrkewife  told,  thatfome  very  neceffary  Cir-cunv- 
ftances  -were  wanting  in  the  Entrance  upon  this  Treaty ;  but  the 
Mtnifters  here  rather  chofe  tofacrrfice  the  Honour  of  the  Crown, 
and  the  Safety  -of  their  Country*  than  not  ratifie  wiat  one  <*f 
cheir  Favourites  had  tranfad&ed. 

Let  me  now  confider  in  what  manner  our  Allies  have  obfer- 
ved thofe  Treaties  they  made  with  Us,  and  the  feveral  Stipula- 
tions and  Agreements  purfuant  to  them. 

By  the  Crand  Alliance  between  the  Empire,  England  and 
Holland,  we  were  to  afEft  the  other  two,  totis  virilus,  by  Seaand 
Land.  By  a  Convention  fubfequent  to  this  Treaty,  the  Propor- 
tions which  the  feveral  Parties  fhould  contribute  towards  the 
War,  were  adjufted  iti  the  following  manner.  The  Emperor 
was  obliged  to  furnifli  Ninety  thoufand  Menagainft  France*  either 
in  Italy*  or  upon  the  Rjirne:  Holland  to  bring  Sixty  thoufaud  into 
the  Field  in  Flanders,  exclufiveof  Garrifons;  and  we  Forty  thou- 
&ni.  In  Winter,  1702,  which  was  the  next  Year,  rheDokeiof 
Marlborough  propofeel  the  raifing  of  Ten  thoufand  Men  more^ 
by  way  of  Augmentation,  and  to  carry  on  the  War  withgreatec 
Vigour  ;  to  which  the  Parliament  agreed,  and  the  Dutch  were 
to  raifc  the  fame  Number.  This  was  upon  a  Bar,  dire&ty  con- 
trary to  the  forrcier  Stipulation,  whereby  our  Part  was  to  be  a 
Third  lefs  rfian  theirs ;  and  therefore  it  was  granted,  with  * 
Condition,  thac  Holland  fhould  break  off  all  Trade  and  Com- 
merce with  France*  But  this  Condition  was  never -executed,  the 
Dutch-only  amufing  us  with  a  fpecious  Declaration  'till  our  Set- 
iion  of  Parliament  was  ended  ;  and  the  following  Year  it  was 
taken  off,  by  concert  between  our  General  and  the  States,  with- 
out any  Reafon  afligned  for  theSatisfa&ion  of  theKingdom.  Tbe 
next  and  fome  enfuing  Campaigns,  further  and  additional  forces 
were  allowed  by  Parliament  for  the  W*r  in  Flanders  \  and  in 
every  tieiv  Supply,  the  Dutch  gradually  leflened  their  Proportions^ 
though  the  Parliament  addrdfed  the  Queen  that  the  States  might 
be  defired  to  cbferve  them  according  to  Agreement  ;  which  had 
su^ther  Effe^  than  to  teach  them  19  dude  it,  by  makiag  th^ir 
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Troops  Nominal  Corps,  as  they  did  by  keeping  up  the  Num- 
bers of  Regiments,  but  finking  a  fifth  pare  of  the  Men  and  Mo- 
ney. So  that  now  things  are  juft  inverted,  and  in  all  new  Levies 
we  contribute  a  third  more  than  the  Dutcb>  who  at  firft  were 
obliged  to  the  fame  Proportion  more  than  us. 

Befidcs,  the  more  Towns  we  Conquer  for  the  States,  the  worfe 
Condition  we  are  in  towards  reducing  the  Common  Enemy,  and 
confequently  of  putting  an  end  to  the  War.  For  they  make  no 
fcruple  of  employing  the  Troops  of  their  Quota,  towards  Gar- 
r  ifoning  every  Town  as  faft  as  it  is  taken,  diredUy  contrary  to 
the  Agreement  between  us,  by  which  all  Garrifons  are  particu- 
larly excluded.  This  is  at  length  arriv'd,  by  feveral  Steps,  to 
fuch  a  height,  that  there  are  at  prefent  in  the  Fivdd,  not  fo  many 

Forces  under  the  Duke  of  M '*  Command  in  Flanders,  as 

Britain  aione  maintains  for  that  Service,  nor  have  been  for  fome 
Years  part.  The  Troops  we  maintain  in  Flanders  (as  appears  by 
the  Votes  of  the  Houie  of  Commons  for  the  Year  17Q9.)  are 
Forty  thoufand,  the  original  Quota  ;  Ten  thoufand  the  firft  Aug- 
mentation ;  three  thoufand  Palatines  ;  four  thoufand  fix  hundred 
thirty  nine  Saxons ;  Bothmarys  Regiment  of  eight  hundred  Men  ; 
and  a  further  Augmentation  taken  that  Year  into  the  Service,  of 
about  two  thoufand  ;  making  in  the  whole  upwards  of  fixty 
thoufand  :  And  it  is  well  known,  that  the  Battles  of  Hocbftet 
2nd  fytmellics  were  fought  with  not  above  Fifty  thoufand  Men 
on  a  fide. 

The  Duke  of  Marlborough  having  entred  the  Enemies  Lines, 
and  taking  Boucbain,   formed  the  Defign  of  keeping   fo  great  a 
Number  of  Troops,  and  particularly  of  Cavalry,  in  Li/le,  Tour- 
nay,  Dowdy,  and  the  Country  between,  as  ftiould  be  able  to  ha- 
rafs  all  the  Neighbouring  Provinces  of  France,  during  the  Win* 
ter,  prevent  the  Enemy  from  ereding  their  Magazines,  and  by 
confequence,  from  fubiifUng  their  Forces  next  Spring,  and  render 
it  impofllble  for  them  to  aiTemble  their  Army  another  Year,with- 
out  going  back  behind  the  Soame  to  do  ic.    In  order  to  effed  this 
Projeci,  it  was  neceffkry  to  be  at  an  Expence  extraordinary  of 
Forage  for  the  Troops,  of  building  Stables,    finding  Fire  and 
Candle  for  the  Soldiers,  with  other  incident  Charges.  The  Q-n 
readily  agreed  to  furnifh  Her  Share  of  the  firft  Article,  r,hat  of 
the  Forage,  which  only  belonged  to  Her.  But  the  States  infilling 
that  Her  Majefty  fhouid  likewife  come  into  a  Proportion  of  the 
other  Article?,  which  belonged  totally  to  them  ;  She  agreed  even 
to  tfair,  rather  than  a  Defign  of  this  Importance  fliould  fail.  And 
yet  we  know  it  hath   failed,  and  thaE  the  Dutch  refufed  their 
Confenr,  till  the  time  was  paft  for  putting  it  in  Execution,  even 
in  the  Opinion  of  thofe  who  propofed  it.     Perhaps  a  certain  Ar- 
ticle in  the  Treaties  of  Contributes,  fubmmed  to  by  fdeh  of 
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the  Trench  Dominions  as  pay  them  to  the  States,  was  the  principal 
Caufe  of  defeating  this  Pro jeft  ;  fince  one  great  Advantage  ro  have 
been  gained  by  it,  was,  as  before  is  mentioned,  to  have  nindredthe 
Enemy  from  ere&ing  their  Magazines :  And  one  Article  in  thofe 
Treaties  of  Contributions  is,  that  the  Product  of  thofe  Countries 
fhall  pafs  free  and  unmolefted.  SothattheQueftion  was  reduced  to 
this  fhort  IfTue,  Whether  the  Dutch  Ihould  lofe  this  paultiy  Benefit^ 
or  the  Common  Caufe  an  Advantage  of  fuch  mighty  Importance? 

The  Sea  being  the  Element  where  we  might  moft  probably  carry 
on  the  War  with  any  Advantage  to  our  felves,  it  was  agreed  that  we 
Ihould  bear  five  Eighths  of  the  Charge  in  that  Service,  and  the  Dutch 
the  other  three :  And  by  the  Grand  Alliance,  whatever  we  or  Hol- 
land fliould  Conquer  in  the  Spanifh  Weft-Indies,  was  to  accrue  to  the 
Conquerors.  It  might  therefore  have  been  boped,  that  this  Mari- 
time Ally  of  ours,  would  have  made*  up  in  their  Fleet,  what  they  fell 
ftort  in  their  Army ;  but  quite  otherwife,  they  never  oace  furnifh- 
ed  their  Quota  either  of  Ships  or  Men ;  or  if  fome  few  of  their 
Fleet  now  and  then  appeared,  it  was  no  more  than  appearing,  for 
they  immediately  feparated  to  look  to  their  Merchants  and  protect 
their  Trade.  And  we  may  remember  very  well  when  thefe  Guaran- 
teesof our  Succejfion,  after  having  not  one  Ship  for  many  Months, 
together  in  the  mediterranean,  lent  that  part  of  their  Quota  thithe^ 
and  furnifhed  nothing  to  us,  at  the  lame  time  that  they  allarmed  us 
with  the  Rumour  of  an  Invafion.  And  laft  Year,  when  Sir  James 
Wijhart  was  difpatched  into  Ho/land  to  expofiulate  with  the  Sates, 
and  to  defire  they  would  make  good  their  Agreements,  in  fo  impor- 
tant a  part  of  the  Service  ;  he  met  with  fuch  a  Reception  as  ill  be- 
came a  Republick  to  give,  that  lies  under  fo  many  great  Obligations 
to  us  ;  in  fhort,  fuch  a  one,  as  thofe  only  deferve,  who  are  con- 
tent to  take. 

It  hath  likewife  been  no  fmall  Inconvenience  to  us,  that  the  Dutch 
are  always  flow  in  paying  their  Sub/idies,  by  which  means  the  weight 
and  preffure  of  the  Payment  lies  upon  the  Queen,  as  well  as  the 
Blame,  if  Her  Majefly  be  not  very  exaft  ;  nor  will  even  this  always 
content  our  Allies.  For  in  July  171 1,  the  King  of  Spain  was  paid 
all  his  Subfidies  to  the  firft  of  January  next  ;  nevertheless  he  hath 
fince  complained  for  want  of  Money  ;  and  his  Secretary  threatned, 
that  if  we  would  not  further  fupply  his  Majefty,  he  could  not  an- 

Iwer  for  what  might  happen;  although  K~gC s  had  not  at  that 

time,  one  third  of  the  Troops  for  which  he  was  paid ;  and  even 
jfrofe  he  had,  were  neither  Paid  nor  Qoathed. 

I  fliall  add  one  Example  more,  to  lhewhow  this  Prince  has  treat- 
ed the  Q^-n,  to  whom  he  owes  fuch  infinite  Obligations.  Her 
Maj — y  borrowed  Two  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  from  the  Genoefe, 
and  fent  it  to  Barcelona,  for  the  Payment  of  the  Spanih  Army  : 
This  Mony  was  to  be  re-coined  into  the  current  Species  or  Catalonia, 
which  by  the  Allay  is  lower  in  Value  25  /.  per  Cent.  The  Q^-n  ex- 
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pefled,  as  fhe  had  Reafon,  to  have  the  Benefit  of  this  Re-coinage, 

offering  to  apply  it  All  to  the  Ufc  of  the  War  ;  but  K-g  C sf 

inflead  of  confenting  to  this,  made  a  Grant  of  the  Coinage'to  one  of 
his  Courtiers  ;  which  put  a  flop  to  the  Work  :  And  when  it  was 
reprefented,  that  the  Army  would  ftarve  by  this  Delay,  his  Majefty 
only  replied,  Let  them  Starve  I  and  would  not  recal  his  Grant. 

1  cannot  forbear  mentioning  here  another  Paflage  concerning  Sub- 
sidies, to  fhew  what  Opinion  Foreigners  have  of  our  Eafinefs,  and 
how  much  they  reckon  themfelves  Matters  of  our  Mony,  whenever 
they  think  fit  to  call  for  it.  The  Queen  was  by  Agreement  to  pay 
Two  hundred  thoufand  Crowns  a  Year  to  the  Brujjian  Troops,  the 
'States  One  hundred  thoufand,  and  the  Emperor  only  Thirty  thou- 
fand, for  Recruiting,  which  his  Imperial  Majefty  never  paid.  Prince 
Eugene  happening  to  pafs  by  Berlin,  theMinifters  of  that  Court  ap- 
plied themfelves  to  himforRedrels  in  this  Particular ;  and  hisHigh- 
aiefs  very  frankly  promifed  them,  that  in  Confideration  of  this  De- 
ficiency, Britain  and  the  States  ihould  encreafe  their  Subfidies  to  Se- 
venty thoufand  Crowns  more  between  them,  and  that  the  Empe- 
ror Ihould  be  pun&ual  for  the  time  to  come :  This  was  done  by  tnat 
Prince,  without  any  Orders  or  Power  whatfbever.  The  Dutch  very 
jreafonably  refuted  confenting  to  it;  but  the  Byufjian  Minifter  here, 
jnaking  his  Applications  at  our  Court,  prevailed  on  us  to  agree  to 
©ur  Proportion,  before  we  could  hear  what  Refblution  would  be 
taken  in  Holland.  It  is  therefore  to  be  hoped,  that  his  Bruffian  Ma- 
jefty, at  the  end  of  this  War,  will  not  have  the  fame  grievous  Caufe 
■of  Complaint,  which  he  had  at  the  Clofe  of  the  laft  ;  that  his  Mi- 
iitary-Cnefl  was  emptier  by  Twenty  thoufand  Crowns,  than  at  the 
lime  that  War  began. 

The  Emperor,  as  we  have  already  faid,  was  by  Stipulation  to  fur- 
aiifh  Ninety  thoufand  Men  againft  the  Common  Enemy,  as  having 
Xio  Fleets  to  maintain,  and  in  Right  of  his  Family,  being  moft  con- 
cerned in  the  Succefs  of  the  War.  However,  this  Agreement  hath 
teen  fo  ill  obferved,  that  from  the  Beginning  of  the  War  to  this 
Day,  neither  of  the  two  laft  Emperors  had  ever  Twenty  thoufand 
Men,  on  their  own  Account,  in  the  Common  Caufe,  excepting  once 
an  Italy  ;  when  rhe  Imperial  Court  exerted  it  lelf  in  a  Point  they 
iiave  much  more  at  heart  than  that  of  gaining  Spain  or  the  Indies  to 
their  Family.  When  they  had  fucceeded  in  their  Attempts  on  the 
Side  of  Italy y  and  obferved  our  blind  Zeal  for  pulhing  on  the  War  ae 
all  Adventures,  they  foon  found  out  the  moil:  effc&ual  Expedient  to 
excufe  themfelves.  'They  computed  ealily,  that  it  would  coft  them 
3efs  to  make  large  Prefents  to  ontfimle  Perjbn,  than  to  pay  an  Ar- 
my, and  turn  to  as  good  Account.  'Diey  thought  they  could  not  put 
their  Affairs  into  better  Hands ,  and  therefore  wifely  left  us  to  fight 
their  Battles. 

Befides,  it  appeared  by  feveral  Infiances,  how  little  the  Emperor 
regarded  his  Allies,  ox  the  Caufe  they  were  engaged  in,  whenon^ 

he 
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he  thought  the  Empire  it  felf  was  fecure.  Tis  known  enough,  that 
he  might  feveral  Times  have  made  a  Peace  with  his  dilcontented 
Subje&s  in  Hungary,  upon  Terms  not  at  all  unbefitting  either  his 
Dignity  or  Intereft  :  But  he  rather  chdfe  to  facriSce  die  whole  Al- 
liance to  his  private  Paffion,  by  entirely  fubduing  and  enflaving  a 
miferable  People,  who  had  but  too  much  Provocation  to  take  up 
Arms  to  free  themfelves  from  the  Oppreflions  under  which  they 
were  groaning  :  Yet  this  muft  ferve  as  an  Excufe  for  breaking  his 
Agreement,  and  diverting  fo  great  a  Body  of  Troops,  which  might 
have  been  employed  agamft  France, 

Another  Inftance  of  the  Emperor  s  Indifference,  or  rather  Diflike 
to  the  Common  Caufeof  the  Allies,  is  the  Bufinefs  of  Toulon  This 
Defign  was  indeed  difcovered  here  at  home,  by  a  Perfon  whom  eve- 
ry Body  knows  to  be  the  Creature  of  a  certain  Great  Man,  at  leafl 
as  much  noted  for  his  Skill  in  Gaming  as  in  Politicks,  upon  the  bafe 
mercenary  End  of  getting  Mony  by  Wagers  •  which  was  then  fa 
common  a  Praflice,  that  1  remember  a  Gentleman  in  Employment, 
who  having  the  Curiofity  to  enquire  how  Wagers  went  upon  the 
Exchange,  found  fome  People,  deep  in  the  Secret,  to  have  been 
concerned  in  that  kind  of  Traffick,  as  appeared  by  Premiums  nam-  v 
ed  for  Towns,  which  no  body  but  thofe  behind  the  Curtain  could 
fufpecr.  However,  although  this  Projeft  had  gotten  wind  by  fa 
fcandalous  a  Proceeding,  yet  Toulon  might  probably  have  been  ta- 
ken, if  the  Emperor  had  not  thought  fit,  in  that  very  Jun&ure,  to 
detach  twelve  or  fifteen  thoufand  Men  to  feize  Naples,  as  an  Enter- 
prize  that  was  more  his  private  and  immediate  Intereft.  But  it  was 
manifeft  that  his  Imperial  Ma jefty  had  no  mind  to&eToulon  inPof- 
feffion  of  the  Allies  ;  for  even  with  thefe  Difcouragements  the  At- 
tempt might  have  yet  fucceeded,  if  Prince  Eugene  had  not  thought 
fit  to  oppofe  it ;  which  cannot  be  imputed  to  his  own  Judgment, 
but  to  fome  Politick  Reafons  of  his  Court.  The  Duke  ot  Savoy  was 
for  attacking  the  Enemy,  as  foon  as  oui  Army  arrived  ;  but  when 
the  Marefchal  de  Theffes  Troops  were  all  come  up,  to  pretend  to 
befiege  the  Place,  in  the  Condition  we  were  at  that  time,  was  a 
Farce  and  a  Jeft.  Had  Toulon  fallen  then  into  our  Hands,  the  Ma- 
ritime Power  of  France  would,  in  a  great  meafure,  have  been  de- 
irroyed. 

But  a  much  greater  Inftance  than  either  of  the  foregoing,  how  lit- 
tle the  Emperor  regarded  Us  or  OurQuarrelj  after  all  we  had  done 
to  fave  his  Imperial  Crown,  and  to  affert  the  Title  of  his  Brother  to 
the  Monarchy  of  Spain,  may  be  brought  from  the  Proceedings  of 
that  Court  not  many  Months  ago.  It  was  judged,  that  a  War  car- 
ried on  upon  the  fide  of  Italy,  would  caule  a  great  Diverfion  of  the 
French  Forces,  wound  them  in  a  very  tender  Part,  and  facilitate  the 
Progrefs  of  our  Arms  in  Spain,  as  well  as  Flanders.  It  was  propo- 
fed  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy  to  make  this  Diverfion  ;  and  not  only  a 
piveriion  during  the  Summer,  but  the  Winter  too,  by  taking  Quar- 
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fers'on  this  fide  of  the  Hills.  Only  in  order  to  make  him  willing 
and  able  to  perform  this  Work,  two  Points  were  to  be  fettled.  Firft, 
Jt  was  neceffary  to  end  the  Difpute  between  the  Imperial  Court, 
and  his  Royal  Highnefs ;  which  had  no  other  Foundation,  than  the 
Emperor's  refilling  to  make  good  fome  Articles  of  that  Treaty,  on 
the  Faith  of  which  the  Duke  engaged  in  the  prefent  War,  and  for 
the  Execution  whereof  Britain  and  Holland  became  Guarrantees,  at 
the  Requeft.of  the  late  Emperor  Leopold*  To  remove  this  Difficul- 
ty, the  Earl  of  Peterborow  was  difpatched  to  Vienna^  got  over  fome 
part  of  thofe  Difputes,  to  the  Satisfaction  of  the  Duke  of  Sav$y7 
and  had  put  the  reft  in  a  fair  way  of  being  accomodated,  at  the  time 
the  Emperor  Jofeph  died.  Upon  which  great  Event,  the  Duke  of 
Savoy  took  the  Refolution  of  putting  himfelf  immediately  at  the 
Head  of  the  Army,  though  the  whole  Matter  was  not  finifted,  fince 
the  Common  Caufe  required  his  Affiftance ;  and  that  until  a  new 
.  Emperor  were  Elefted,  it  was  impoffible  to  make  good  the  Treaty 
t©  Him.  In  order  to  enable  him,  the  only  thing  he  asked  was,  that 
he  fhould  be  reinforced  by  the  Imperial  Court  with  eight  Thoufand 
Men,  before  the  end  of  the  Campaign.  Mr.  Wbitmrth  was  fent  to 
Vienna  to  make  this  Propofal,  and  it  is  credibly  reported,  that  he 
was  impowered,  rather  than  fail,  to  offer  forty  Thoufand  Pounds 
F&r  the  March  of  thofe  eight  Thoufand  Men,  if  he  found  it  was 
want  of  Ability,  and  not  Inclination,  that  hindered  the  fending 
them.  But  he  was  4b  far  from  fucceeding,  that  it  was  laid,  the  Mi- 
nifters  of  that  Court  did  not  fo  much  as  give  him  an  Opportunity 
to  tempt  them  with  any  particular  Sums ;  but  cut  off  all  his  Hopes 
at  once,  by  alleging  the  Impoffibility  of  complying  with  the  Queen's 
Demands,  upon  any  Confideration  whatfoever.  They  could  not  plead 
their  old  Excufc  of  the  War  in  Hmgary,  which  was  then  brought  to 
an  end  :  They  had  nothing  to  offer  but  fome  general  Speculative 
Jieafbns,  which  it  would  expofe  them  to  repeat ;  and  fo,  after  much 
Delay,  and  many  trifling  Pretences,  they  utterly  Tefufed  fo  fmall  and 
•feafonable  an  Affiftance  ;  to  the  Ruin  of  a  Projeft  that  would  have 
more  terrified  France  y  and  caufed  a  greater  Diverfion  of  their  Forces, 
than,  a  much  more  numerous  Army  in  any  other  Part.  Thus,  for 
want  of  eight  Thoufand  Men,  for  whofe  Winter  Campaign  the 
Queen  was  willing  to  give  Forty  thoufand  Pounds;  and  for  want 
xecuting  the  Delign  I  lately  mentioned,  of  hindring  the  Enemy 
from  creeling  Magazines,  towards  which  Her  Majefty  was  ready,  not 
i>n]y  to  bear  Her  own  Proportion,  but  a  Share  of  that  which  the 
States  were  obliged  to,  our  Hopes  of  taking  Winter-Quarters  in  the 
North  and  South  Parts  of  France  are  eluded,  and  the  War  left  in 
that  Method-,  which  is  like  to  continue  it  longeft.  Can  there  an 
Example  be  given  in  the  whole  Courfe  of  tms  War,  where  we 
have  treated  the  pettieft  Prince,  with  whom  we  had  to  deal,  in  fo 
contemptuous  a  manner  ?  Did  we  eyer  once  confiderwhat  we  could 
afford*  or  what  we  were  obliged  to,  when  our  Affiftance  was  defi- 

sed, 
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•red,  even  while  we  lay  under  immediate  Apprehenfions  of  feeing 

] invaded. 

When  Portugal  came,  as  a  Confederate,  into  the  Grand  Alliance, 
it  was  ftipulated,  That  the  Empire,  England  and  Hiliand,  fliould 
each  maintain  Four  thoufand  Men  of  their  own  Troops  in  that 

.  Kingdom,  and  pay  between  them  a  Million  of  Pattacoons  to  the 

,  King  of  Portugal,  for  the  Support  of  Twenty  eight  thoufand  Por- 
tuguese ;  which  number  of  Forty  thoufand,  was  to  be  the  Confe- 

.derate  Army  againft  Spain  on  the  Portugal  fade*  This  Treaty  was 
ratified  by  all  the  three  Powers.  But  in  a  fliort  time  after,  the 
Emperor  declared  bimfelf  unable  *o  comply  with  his  part  of  the 
Agreement,  and  fo  left  the  Two  thirds  upon  Us  ;  who  very  gerie- 
roujQy  undertook  that  Burthen,  and  at  the  fame  time  Two  thirds 
of  the  Subfidies  for  Maintenance  of  the  Portuguese  Troops.  But 
neither  is  this  the  worft  Part  of  the  Story :  For,  although  the  Dutch 
did  indeed  fend  their  own  particular. Quota  of  Four  thoufand  Men 
to  Portugal  (which  however  they  would  not  agree  to,  but  upon 
Condition,  that  the  other  Two  thirds  fliould  be  fupplied  by  us  5) 
yet  they  never  took  care  to  recruit  them  :  For  in  the  Year  1706, 
the  Portuguese,  Britifh,  and  DutcbForces,  having  marched  with  the 
Earl  of  G y  into  Caftile,  and  by  the  noble  Condud:  of  that  Ge- 
neral, being  forced  to  retire  into  Valentia,  it  was  found  neceflary 
to  raife  a  new  Army  on  the  Portugal  fide  ;  where  the  Queen  hath,- 
at  feveral  times,  encreafed  Her  Eftablifhment  to  Ten  thoufand  five 
hundred  Men,  and  the  Dutch  never  replaced  one  (ingle  Man,  nor 
paid  one  Penny  of  their  Subfidies  to  Portugal  in  fix  Years* 

The  Spanifh  Army  on  the  fide  of  Catalonia  is,  or  ought  to  be, 
about  Fifty  thoufand  Men  (exclufive  of  Portugal  )  :  And  here  the 
War  bach  been  carried  on  almoft  entirely  at  our  Coft.  For  this 
whole  Army  is  paid  by  the  Qeeen,  excepting  only  feven  Batta- 
lions and  fourteen  Squadrons  of  Dutch  and  Palatines  ;  and  even 
Fifteen  hundred  of  thefe  are  likewife  in  our  Pay ;  befides  the  Sums 
given  to  King  Charles  for  Sufidies  and  the  Maintenance  of  his  Court, 
Neither  are  our  Troops  at  Gibraltar  included  within  this  number* 
And  further,  we  alone  have  been  at  all  the  Charge  of  Tranfportitig 
the  Forces  firft  fent  from  Genoa  to  Barcelona  ;  and  of  all  the  Impe- 
rial Recruits  from  time  to  time ;  And  have  likewife  paid  vaft  Sums 
as  Levy-Mony,  for  every  individual  Man  and  Horfe  fo  farntihed  to 
Recruit,  rho'  the  Horfes  were  fcarce  worth  the  Price  of  Tranfportar 
tion.  But  this  hath  been  almoft  the  conftant  Misfortune  of  our  Fleet, 
during  the  prefent  War ;  inftead  of  being  employed  on  fome  Entei- 
prize  for  the  Good  of  the  Nation,  or  even  for  the  Prote&ion  of  oar 
Trade,  to  be  wholly  taken  up  in  tranfporting  Soldiers. 

We  have  actually  Conquered  all  Bwaria,  Vim,   Ausburg,  Lan* 
dan,  and  a  great  part  of  Alface,  for  the  Emperor :  And  by  the 
Troops  we  have  furnifhed,  the  Armies  we  have  paid,  and  the  Di- 
verfions  we  haye  given  to  the  Enemies  Forces,  have  chiefly  contri- 
buted 
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buted  to  the  Conquefts  of  Milan,  Mantua,  and  Miraniola,  and  to 
the  Recovery  of  the  Diuchy  of  Modena.  The  laft  Emperor  drain- 
ed the  Wealth- of  thofe  Countries  into  his  own  Coffers,  without: 
encreafing  his  Troops  againft  France  by  fuch  mighty  Acquifuions, 
or  yielding  to  the  moft  reafonable  Requefts  we  have  made. 

Of  the  many  Towns  we  have  taken  for  the  Dutch,  we  have  con- 
fented,  by  the  Barrier-Treaty,  that  all  thofe  which  were  not  in 
Pofleffion  of  Spain,  upon  the  Death  of  the  late  Catholick  Kin?,  fhaii 
be  part  of  the  States  Dominions,  and  that  they  (hall  have  the  Mili- 
tary Power  in  the  moft  confutable  of  the  reft ;  which  is,  in  erTe&, 
to  be  the  abfolute  Sovereigns  of  the  whole.  And  the  Hollanders 
have  already  made  fuch  good  ufe  of  their  Time,  that,  in  Conjun- 
ction  with  our  G 1,  the  Oppreifions  of  Flanders  are  much 

greater  than  ever. 

And  this  Treatment  which  we  have  received  from  our  two  prin- 
cipal Allies,  hath  been  pretty  well  copied  by  moft  other  Princes  in 
the  Confederacy,  with  whom  we  have  any  Dealings.  For  Inftance, 
(even  Portuguese  Regiments  after  the  Battle  of  Alman^a,  went  off, 
with  the  reit  of  that  broken  Army,  to  Catalonia:  The  King  of  Por- 
tugal faid,  he  was  not  able  to  pay  them,  while  they  were  out  of  * 
his  Country  ;  the  Queen  confented  therefore  to  do  it  Herfelf,  pro- 
vided the  King  would  raife  as  many  more  to  fupply  their  Place. 
This  he  engaged  to  do,  but  never  performed.  Notwithstanding 
which,  his  Suhfidies  were  conftantly  paid  him  by  my  Lord  G~ — ny 
for  ahnoft  four  Years,  without  any  Deduction  upon  Account  of 
thofe  feven  Regiments,  diredtly  contrary  to  the  Seventh  Article  of 
our  Offenfive  Alliance  with  that  Crown,  where  it  is  agreed,  that 
a  Deduction  (hall  be  made  out  of  thofe  Subfidies,  in  Proportion 
to  the  number  of  Men  wanting  in  that  Complement,  which  the 
King  is  to  maintain.  But  whatever  might  have  been  the  Reafons 
for  this  Proceeding,  it  feems  they  are  above  the  Underftanding  of 
the  prefent  Lord  Treafurer ;  who  not  entring  into  thofe  Refine- 
ments, of  paying  the  publicly  Money  upon  private  Confederations, 
hath  been  fo  uncourtly  as  to  ftop  it.  This  Difappointment,  I  fup- 
pofe,  hath  put  the  Court  of  Lisbon  upon  other  Expedients  of  raifing 
the  Price  of  Forage,  fo  as  to  force  us  either  to  ieflen  our  number 
of  Troops,  or  be  at  double  Expence  in  maintaining  them ;  and  this 
at  a  time  when  their  own  Produd,  as  well  as  the  Import  of  Corn, 
was  never  greater  $  and  of  demanding  a  Duty  upon  the  Soldiers 
Clothes  we  carry  over  for  thofe  Troops,  which  have  been  their 
fcie  Defence  againft  an  inveterate  Enemy  ;  and  whofe  Example  i 
might  have  infufed  Courage,  as  well  as  taught  them  Difcipline,  if  1 
their  Spirits  had  been  capable  of  receiving  either. 

In  order  to  augment  our  Forces  every  Year,  in  the  fame  Propor-  J 
tion  as  thofe,   for  whom  we  Fight,  diminifli  theirs,  we  have  been 
obliged  to  hire  Troops  from  feveral  Princes  of  the  Empire,  whofe 
Minifters  and  Re(ideritshcre,baYep2rpetually  importuned  the  Court 

with 
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with  unreafonable  Demands,  under  which  our  lace  Minifters 
thought  fit  to  be  Paffive.  For  chofe  Demands  were  always  backed 
with  a  Threat  to  recal  their  Soldiers,  which  was  a  thing  not  to  be 
heard  of,  becaufe  it  might  Difcontent  the  Dutch,  In  the  mean  time 
thofe  Princes  never  lent  their  Contingent  to  the  Emperor,  as  by 
the  Laws  of  the  Empire  they  are  obliged  to  do,  but  gave  for  their 
Excufe,  that  we  had  already  hired  all  they  could  fpare. 

BUT  if  all  this  true  :  If,  according  to  what  I  have  affirmed, 
we  began  this  War  contrary  to  Reafon  :  If,  as  the  other  Party 
themfelves,  upon  all  Occafions,  acknowlege,  the  Succefs  we  have 
had  was  more  than  we  could  reasonably  exped:  :  If,  afcer  all  out 
Succefs,  we  have  not  made  that  ufe  of  it,  which  in  Reafon  we 
ought  to  have  done  :  If  we  have  made  weak  and  fooiifli  Bargains 
with  our  Allies,  fuffered  them  tamely  to  break  every  Article,  even 
in  tbofe  Bargains  to  our  Difadvantage,  and  allowed  them  to  treat 
us  wirh  Infolence  and  Contempt,  at  the  very  Inftant  when  We 
were  gaining  Towns,  Provinces  and  Kingdoms  for  them,  at  the 
Price  of  our  Ruin,  and  without  any  profpecft  of  Intereft  to  our  felves  : 
If  we  have  confumed  all  our  Strength  in  attacking  the  Enemy  on 
the  ftrongeft  fide,  where  (as  the  old  Duke  of  Schomberg  expreffed 
it)  to  engage  with  France,  was  to  take  a  Bull  by  the  Horns  \  and  left 
wholly  unattempted,  that  part  of  the  War,  which  could  only  en- 
able us  to  continue  or  to  end  it.  If  all  this,  I  fay,  be  our  Cafe,  ic 
is  a  very  obvious  Queftion  to  ask,  by  what  Motives,  or  what  Ma- 
nagement, we  are  thus  become  the  Dupes  and  Bubbles  of  Europe  ? 
Sure  it  cannot  be  owing  to  the  Stupidity  arifing  from  the  coldneis  of 
our  Climate,  fince  thofe  among  our  Allies,  who  have  given  us  mod 
Reafon  to  complain,  are  as  far  removed  from  the  Sun  as  our  felves. 

If  in  laying  open  the  real  Caufes  of  our  prefent  Mifery,  I  am 
forced  to  fpeak  with  fome  Freedom,  I  think  it  will  require  no  Apc-^ 
logy  y  Reputation  is  the  fmalleft  Sacrifice  thofe  can  make  us,  who 
have  been  the  Inftruments  of  our  Ruin  ;  becaufe  it  is  That,  for 
which  in  all  Probability  they  have  theleaft  Value.  So  that  in  ex- 
porting the  Actions  of  fuch  Ferfons,  I  cannot  be  faid,  properly 
fpeaking,  to  do  them  an  Injury.  But  as  it  will  be  fome  Satisfa&i* 
on  to  the  People,  to  know  by  whom  they  have  been  fo  long  aba- 
ted 5  fo  it  may  be  of  great  ufe  to  Us  and  our  Fofterity,  not  to 
truft  the  Safety  of  their  Country  in  the  Hands  of  thofe  who  ad  by 
fuch  Principles,  and  from  fuch  Motives. 

I  have  already  obferved,  that  when  the  Counfels  of  this  War  were 

debated  in  the  lare  King's  Time,  my  Lord  G -n  was  then  fa 

averfe  from  entring  into  it,  that  he  rather  chofe  to  give  up  his  Em- 
ployment, and  tell  the  King  he  could  ferve  him  no  longer.    Upon,' 
that  Prince's  Death,  although  the  Grounds  of  our  Quarrel  with 
France  had  received  no  manner  of  Addition,  yet  this  Lord  thought 
fit  to  alrer  his.  Sentiments  i  for  the  Scene  was  quite  changed  ;  his 

Lordfliip 


£ordfliip  and  the  Family  with  whom  he  was  engaged  by  fo  compli- 
cated an  Alliance,  were  in  the  higheft  Credit  poffibte  with  the 

Q. n  :    The  Treafurer's  Staff  was  ready  for  his  Lordfliip,  the 

E>uke  was  to  Command  the  Army,  and  the  Dutchefs,  by  her  Em- 
ployments, and  the  Favour  (he  was  poflefled  of,  to  be  always  near  eft 

Her  M y's  Perfon  ;  by  which  the  whole  Power,  at  Home  and 

Abroad,  would  be  devolved  upon  that  Family.  This  was  a  Pro* 
fped  fo  very  inviting,  that,  to  confefs  the  Truth,  it  could  not  be 
eafily  withftood  by  any  who  have  fo  keen  an  Appetite  for  Weakh  or 
Ambition.  By  an  Agreement  fubfequent  to  the  Grand  Alliance,  we 
were  to  aflift  the  Dutch  with  Forty  thoufand  Men,  all  to  be  Com- 
manded by  the  D%  of  Af .  So  that  whether  this  War  were  prudently 
begun  or  not,  it  is  plain,  that  the  true  Spring  or  Motive  of  it,  was 
tshe  aggrandizing  a  particular  Family  \  and  in  fliort,  a  War  of  the 
General  and  the  Mlmfiry9  and  not  of  the  Prince  or  People  5  fince 
t&ofe  very  Perfons  were  againft  it  when  they  knew  the  Power,  and 
consequently  the  Profit,  would  be  in  other  Hands. 

With  thefe  Meafures  fell  in  all  that  Sett  of  People,  who  are  called 
tfae  Mowed  Men ;  fueh  as  had  raifed  vaft  Sums  by  Trading  with 
Slocks  and  Funds,  and  Lending  upon  great  Intereft  and  Prsemiums  5 
whole  perpetual  Harveft  is  War,  and  whofe  beneficial  way  of 
Tiaffick  muft  very  much  decline  by  a  Peace* 

In  that  whole  Chain  of  Encroachments  made  upon  us  by  the 
Dvtcb ,  which  I  have  above  deduced,  and  under  thofe  feveral  grofc 
Impositions  from  other  Powers,  if  any  one  (hould  ask,  why  our 
G 1  continued  fo  eafie  to  the  laft  ?  I  know  no  other  way  fo  pro- 
bable, or  indeed  fo  charitable  to  account  for  it,  as  by  that  unmea- 
furable  Love  of  Wealth,  which  his  beft  Friends  allow  to  be  his  pre- 
dominant Paflicn.  However,  I  (hall  wave  any  thing  that  is  perfonal 
rcpon  this  Subjedh  I  (hall  fay  nothing  of  thofe  great  Prefents  made 
by  feveral  Princes,  which  the  Soldiers  ufed  to  call  Winter  Fora* 
ging,  and  faid  it  was  better  than  that  of  the  Summery  of  Two  and 
an;  half  per  Cent,  fubftraded  out  of  all  the  Subfidies  we  pay  in  thofe 
Parts,  which  amounts  to  no  inconfiderable  Sum  ;  and  laftly,  of  the 
grand  Perquifites  in  a  long  fuccefeful  War,  which  are  fo  amicably 
adjufted  between  Him  and  the  States. 

But  when  the  War  was  thus  begun,  there  foon  fell  in  other  In- 
cidents here  at  home,  which  made  the  Continuance  of  it  neceflary. 
for  thofe  who  were  the  chief  Ad  vifers.  The  Whigs  were  at  that 
time  out  of  all  Credit  or  Confiderarion  :  The  reigning  Favourites 
had  always  carried  what  was  called  the  Tory  Principle^  at  leaft,  as 
high  as  our  Conftitution  could  bear ;  and  moft  others  in  great  Em- 
ployments, were  wholly  in  the  Church- Intereft.  Thefe  laft,  among 
whom  feveral  were  Perfons  of  the  greateft  Merit,Quality  and  Confe- 
quence,  were  not  able  to  endure  the  many  Inftanees  of  Pride,  Info- 
lence,  Avarice  and  Ambition,  which  tbofe  Favourites  began  fo  early 
to  difcover,  nor  to  fee  them  prefuraing  to  be  the  fole  Difpenfers  o£ 
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the  I^oyal  Favour.    However,  their  Oppofition  was  to  no  purpofe  j 
ib.ey  wreftled  with  too  great  a  Power,  and  were  Toon  crufhed  under 
it.    For,  thofe  in   Poffeffion  finding  chey  could  never  be  quiet  in 
their  Ufurpations,  while  others  had  any  Credit,  who  were  at  leaft 
upon  an  equal  Foot  of  Merit,  began  to  make  Overtures  to  the  dis- 
carded Whigs,  who  would  be  content  with  any  Terms  of  Accom* 
modation.     Thus  commenced  this  Solemn  League  and  Covenant* 
which  hath  ever  fince  been  cultivated  with  fo  much  Application* 
The  great  Traders  in  Money  were  wholly  devoted  to  the  Whigs> 
who  had  firft  raifed  them.    The  Army,  the  Court,  and  the  Trea- 
fury,  continued  under  the  old  Defpotick  Adminiftration :  The  Whig* 
were  received  into  Employment,  left  to  manage  the  Parliament, 
cry  down  the  Landed  Intereft,  and  worry  the  Church.     Mean  time 
our  Allies,  who  were  not  ignorant  that  att  this  artificial  Stru&ure 
h;d  no  true  Foundation  in  the  Hearts  or  the  People,  refolved  to 
make  their  belt  ufe  of  it,  as  long  as  it  (hould  laft.   And  the  General's 
Credit  being  raifed  to  a  jyeat  height  at  home,  by  our  Succefs  in 
Flanders,  th$  Dutch  began  their  gradual  Impofitions,  leflening  their 
Quota's,  breaking  their  Stipulations,  Garrifoning  the  Towns  we 
took  for  them,  without  fupplying  their  Troops  ;  with  many  other 
Infringements  :    All  which  we  were  forced  to  fubmit  to,  becaufe 
the  General  was  made  eafie ;  becaufe  the  Monied  Men  at  home 
were  fond  of  the  War  $  becaufe  the  WUgs  were  not  yet  firmly  fet* 
tied  ;  and  becaufe  that  exorbitant  degree  of  Power,  which  was 
built  upon  a  fuppofed  Neeeflity  of  employing  particular  Perfons^ 
would  go  off  in  a  Peace.    It  is  needlefs  to  add,  that  the  Emperor* 
and  other  Princes,  followed  the  Example  of  the  Dutch,  and  fuc* 
ceeded  as  well,  for  the  fame  Reafons. 

I  have  here  imputed  the  Continuance  of  the  War  to  the  mutual 
Indulgence  between  our  General  and  Allies,  wherein  they  both  (o 
well  found  their  Accounts ;  to  the  Skurs  of  the  Mony  changers,  left 
their  Tables /hould  be  overthrown  ;  to  the  Defigns  of  the  Whigs t  who 
apprehended  the  Lofs  of  their  Credit  and  Employments  in  a  Peaces 
and  to  thofe  at  home,  who  held  their  immoderate  Engroffments  of 
Power  and  Favour,  by  no  other  Tenure  than  their  own  Prefump- 
tion  upon  the  Neceflity  of  Affairs.  The  Truth  of  tjiis  will  appear 
indifputable,  by  confidering  with  what  Unanimity  and  ConcerC 
thefe  feveral  Parties  adted  towards  that  great  End. 

When  the  Vote  paffed  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  againft  any  Peace* 
without  Spain  being  reftored  to  the  Auftrian  Family,  the  Earl  of 
W~*~~*n  told  the  Houfe,  That  indeed  it  was  impoffible  and  im- 
practicable to  recover  Spain  ;  but  however,  there  were  'certain 
j\eafons  why  fuch  a  Vote  fliould  be  made  at  that  time;  which  Rea- 
fons  wanted  no  Explanation  :  For  the  G***~**l  and  the  M*~*~ j 
having  refufed  to  accept  very  advantageous  Offers  of  a  Peace, 
after  the  Battle  of  t\amellies9  were  forced  to  take  in  a  Sec  of  Men, 
wisfe  a  grsviom  jfarftifij  j©  %ktm$  thm  ftpm  the  Gonfequeaces  of 
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that  Miscarriage.^  And  accordingly  upon  the  firft  fiacceeding  Op* 
portunity,  which  was  that  of  the  Prince  of  Denmark  Death,  the 
Chief  Leaders  of  the  Party  were  brought  into  feveral  great  Em- 
ployments. 

So  when  the  Q was  no  longer  able  to  bear  the  Tyranny  and 

Infolence  of  thofe  ungrateful  Servants,  who  as  they  wcxed  the  Fatter, 
did  but  kjck^the  more  ;  our  two  great  Allies  abroad,  and  our  Stock- 
jobbers at  home,  took  immediately  the  Alarm  ;  applied  the  neareft 
way  to  the  Throne,  by  Memorials  and  Meflages,  jointly  diredfing 
Her  Majefty  not  to  change  Her  Secretary  or  Treafurer  ;  who  for 
the  true  Reafons  that  thefe  officious  Intermedlers  demanded  their 
Continuance,  ought  never  to  have  been  admitted  into  the  leaft  De- 
gree of  Truft;  fince  what  they  did  was  nothing  lefs  than  betraying 
the  Intereft  of  their  Native  Country,  to  thofe  Princes,  who  in  their 
Turns  were  to  do  what  they  could  to  fupport  them  in  Power  at  home. 
Thus  it  plainly  appears,  that  there  was  a  Confpiracy  on  all  fides 
to  go  on  with  thofe  Meafures,  which  muft  perpetuate  the  War; 
and  a  Confpiracy  founded  upon  the  Intereft  and  Ambition  of  each 
Party  ;  which  begat  fo  firm  a  Union,  that  inftead  of  wondring  why 
it  lafted  fo  long,  I  am  aftoniflied  to  think  how  it  came  to  be  broken. 
The  Prudence,  Courage,  and  Firmnefs  of  Her  Majefty  in  all  the 
Steps  of  that  great  Change,  would,  if  the  Particulars  were  trufy 
related,  make  a  very  fhining  Part  in  Story  :  Nor  is  Her  Judgment 
lefs  to  be  admired,  which  dire&ed  Her  in  the  Choice  of  perhaps 
the  only  Perfbns  who  had  Skill,  Credir,  and  Refolution  enough  to 
be  Her  Inftruments  in  overthrowing  fo  many  Difficulties. 

Some  would  pretend  to  leflen  the  Merit  of  this,  by  telling  us, 
that  the  Rudenefs,  the  Tyranny,  the  Oppreffion,  the  Ingratitude  of 
the  late  Favourites  towards  their  Miitrefs,  were  no  longer  to  be 

born.    They  produce  Inftances  to  (hew,  how  Her  M y  was 

purfued  through  all  Her  Retreats,  particularly  at  Windfor;  where, 
after  the  Enemy  had  pofleifed  themfelves  of  every  Inch  of  Ground, 
they  at  laft  attacked  and  ftormed  the  Caftle,  forcing  theQu — n  to 
fly  to  an  adjoining  Cottage,  purfuant  to  the  Advice  of  Solomon,  who 
tells  us,  It  is  better  to  dwell  in  a  corner  of  the  Houfe-top9  than  with  a 
bawling  Woman  in  a,  wide  Houfe.  They  would  have  it,  that  fuch 
continued  ill  Ufage  was  enough  to  enflame  the  meekeft  Spirit :  They 
blame  the  Favourites  in  point  of  Policy,  and  think  it  nothing  ex- 
traordinary, that  the  Qu — n  fheuld  be  at  an  end  of  Her  Patience, 
and  refolve  to  difcard  them*  But  I  am  of  another  Opinion,  and  think 
their  Proceedings  were  right.  For  nothing  is  fo  apt  to  break  even 
the  braveft  Spirits,  as  a  continual  Chain  of  Oppreflions :  One  In- ; 
jury  is  belt  defended  by  a  iecond,  and  this  by  a  third.  By  thefe 
Steps,  the  old  Mafttrs  of  the  Palace  in  France  become  Mafters  of  the 
Kingdom ;  and  by  thefe  Seeps,  a  G— I  during  Pleafure>  might  have 
grown  into  a  G'  >!  for  Life,  and  a  G  Ifor  Life  into  a  Kjngi 
So  thatT  ftill  infift  upon  it  as  a  Wonder,  how  Her  M~ ■— y J  thus 
befie ged  on  all  fides3  was  able  to  extricate  Her  felf. 
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HAVING  thus  mentioned  the  real  Caufes,  tho'difguifed  under 
fpeciaus  Pretences,  which  have  fo  long  continued  the  War  ;  I  muft 
beg  leave  to  reafon  a  little  with  thofe  Perfons  who  are  againft  any 
Peace,  but  what  they  call  a  Good  One  ;  and  explain  tbemfelveSj; 
that  no  Peace  can  be  good,  without  an  entire  Reftoration  of  Spain  to 
the  Houfe  of  Auflria.  It  is  to  be  fuppofed,  that  what  I  am  to  fay 
upon  this  Part  of  the  Subject,  will  have  little  Influence  on  thofe, 
whofe  particular  Ends  or  Defigns  of  any  fort,  lead  them  to  wifli  the 
Continuance  of  the  War.  I  mean  the  General  and  our  Allies  abroad^ 
the  Knot  of  late  Favourites  at  home  ;  the  Body  of  fuch  as  Traffick 
in  Stocks  ;  and  laftly,  that  Set  of  Factious  Politicians,  who  were 
fo  violently  bent,  at  leaft,  upon  Clipping  our  Conftitution  in  Church 
and  State.  Therefore  I  fhall  noi  apply  my  felf  to  any  of  thofe,  but 
to  all  others  indifferently,  wkether  Whig  or  Tory,  whofe  private 
Intereft  is  bed  anfwered  by  the  Welfare  of  their  Country.  And  if 
among  thefe  there  be  any,  who  think  we  ought  to  fight  on  till 
King  Charles  is  quietly  fettled  in  the  Monarchy  of  Spain,  I  believe 
there  are  feveral  Points  which  they  have  not  thoroughly  considered. 

For,  Firft,  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  this  Refolution  againft  any 
Peace  without  Spain,  is  a  new  Incident",  grafted  upon  the  Original 
Quarrel,  by  the  Intrigues  of  a  Fa&ion  among  us,  who  prevailed 
to  give  it  the  Sanction  of  a  Vote  in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  to 
jultifie  thqfe,  whofe  Intereft  lay  in  perpetuating  the  War.  And,  as 
this  Proceeding  was  againft  the  Practice  of  all  Princes  and  States, 
whofe  Intentions  were  fair  and  honourable  ;  fo  is  it  contrary  to 
common  Prudence,  as  well  as  Juftice.  I  might  add,  that  it  was 
impious  too,  by  prefuming  to  controul  Events,  which  arc  only  in 
the  Hands  of  God.  Ours  and  the  States  Complaint  againft  France 
and  Spain,  are  deduced  in  each  of  our  Declarations  of  War,  and 
our  Pretenfions  fpecified  in  the  Eighth  Article  of  the  Grand  Alliance; 
but  there  is  not  in  any  of  thefe,  the  leaft  mention  of  demanding  Spain 
for  the  Houfe  of  Auftri a,  or  of  refufing  any  Peace  without  that  Con- 
dition. Having  already  made  an  Extract:  from  both  Declarations 
of  War,  I  (hall  here  give  a  Tranflation  of  the  Eighth  Article  in  the 
Grand  Alliance,  which  will  put  this  Matter  out  of  Difpute. 


The  Eighth  Article  of  the  Grand  Alliance. 
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'  HEN  the  War  is  once  undertaken,  none  of  the  Parties  Jhall  have 
the  Liberty  to  enter  upon  a  Treaty  with  the  Enemy,  hut  jointly, 
and  in  concert  with  the  others.  Nor  is  Peace  to  be  made,  without  having 
firft  obtained  ajuft  and  reasonable  Satisfaction  for  his  Ge&Yea.nM?jefy9 
and  for  his  Royal  Majefty  of  Great  Britain,  and  a  particular  Security 
to  the  Lords  the  States-General,  of  their  Dominions,  Provinces,  Titles, 
Navigations,  and  Commerce,  and  a  Efficient  Provifion,  that  the  King- 
doms of  France  and  Spain  be  never  united,  or  come  under  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  fame  Perjon,  or  that  the  fame  Man  may  hever  be  Kin*  of 
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both  Kingdoms ;  and  particularly,  that  the  French  may  never  he  tntof 
fejfwn  of  the  Spanifh  Weft-Indies ;  and  that  they  may  not  have  the  IU 
herty  of  Navigation,  for  convenuncy  of  Trade,  under  any  Pretence  whatj<h 
ever,  neither  diretlly  nor  indiretlly  •  except  it  isagfeed,  that  theSubjetts 
of  Great  Britain  and  Holland,  may  have  full  Power  to  ufe  and  enjoy  aH 
the  fame  Privileges,  Rights,  Immunities  and  Liberties  of  Commerce,  by 
J^and  and  Sea,  in  Spain,  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  in  all  the  Places 
and  Countries, which  the  late  King  of  Spain,  at  the  time  of  his  Death  yea* 
in  PoffeJJlon  of,  as  well  in  Europe,  as  elf  where,  as  they  did  then  ufe  and 
enjoy ;  or  which  the  SubjeSls  of  both,  or  each  Nation,  could  ufe  and  enjoy, 
ly  virtue  of  any  Right,  obtained  before  the  Death  of  the  faid  King  of 
Spairi,  either  by  Treaties,  Conventions,  Cuftom,  or  any  other  way  whatfoever. 

Here,  we  fee  the  Demands  intended  to  be  infilled  on  by  the  Allies 
Upon  any  Treaty  of  Peace,  are,  a  juft  and  reafonable  Satisfaction  for 
the  Emperor  and  King  of  Great  Britain,  a  Security  to  the  States- 
General  for  their  Dominions,  &c.  and  a  fumcient  Provifion,  that 
,  France  and  Spain  be  never  united  under  the  fame  Man,  as  King  of 
both  Kingdoms.  The  reft  relates  to  the  Liberty  of  Trade  and  Com- 
merce for  Us  and  the  Dutch ,  but  not  a  Syllabi  of  engaging  to  dif- 
poflefs  the  Duke  of  Anjou. 

But  to  know  how  this  new  Language  of  No  Peace*without  Spain, 
was  firft  introduced,  and  at  laft  prevailed  among  us,  we  muft  begin 
a  e;reat  deal  higher. 

It  was  the  Partition  Treaty,  which  begot  the  Will  in  favour  of  the 
Duke  of  Anjou  :  For  this  naturally  led  the  Spaniards  to  receive  a 
Prince  fupported  by  a  great  Power,  whofe  Intereft,  as  well  as  Affe- 
ftion,  engaged  them  to  preferve  that  Monarchy  entire,  rather  than 
to  oppofe  him  in  favour  of  another  Family,  who  muft  expeft  AP 
fiftance  from  a  Number  of  Confederates,  whofe  principal  Members 
jjad  already  difpofed  of  what  did  not  belong  to  them,  and  by  a  pre- 
vious Treaty  parcelled  out  the  Monarchy  of  Spain. 

Thus  the  Duke  of  Anjou  got  into  the  full  Poffeffion  of  all  the 
Kingdoms  and  States  belonging  to  that  Monarchy,  as  well  in  the 
old  World,  as  the  new.  And  whatever  •  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  pre- 
tended from  their  Memorials  to  Us  and  the  States,  it  was  at  that 
time  but  too  apparent,  that  the  Inclinations  of  the  Spaniards  were 
pn  the  Duke's  fide. 

However,  a  War  was  refolved,  and  in  order  to  carry  it  on  with 
greater  Vigour,  a  Grand  Alliance  formed,  wherein  the  Ends  propo- 
sed to  be  obtained,  are  plainly  and  diftinctly  laid  down,  as  I  have  al- 
ready quoted  them.  It  pleafei  God  in  the  Courfe  of  this  War,  to 
bic.fs  the  Armies  of  the  Allies  with  remarkable  Succeffes  ;  by  which 
•we  were  ibon  put  into  a  Condition  of  demanding  and  expecting 
foch  Terms  of  a  Peace,  as  we  p-  opoled  to  our  felves  when  we  be- 
gan the  War.  'But  inftead  of' this,  our  Vi&ories  only  ferved  to  lead 
us  on  to  further  yifionary  Piofptc  s  ;  Advantage  was  taken  of  the 
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Sanguin  Temper,  which  f©  many  Succeffes  had  wrought  the  Nation 
up  to;  new  Romantick  Views  were  propofed,  and  the  old,  rea- 
fonable,  fober  Defign,  was  forgot. 

This  was  the  Artifice  of  tfaofe  ftere,who  were  lure  to  grow  Richer, 
as  the  Publick  became  poorer, and  who  rfterthe  Refolutions,  which 
the  two  Houfes  were  prevailed,  upon  to  make,  might  have  carried  on 
the  War  with  Safety  ro  themfelves,  till  Malt  and  Land  were  Mort- 
gaged, till  a  general  Excife  were  eftablilhed  ;  and  the  dune  me  denter 
raifed,  by  Coiletlors  in  Red  Coats.  And  this  was  juft  theCircumftance 
which  it  fuited  their  Interefts  to  be  in. 

The  Houfe  of  Anfiria  approved  this  Scheme  with  Reafon,  fince 
whatever  would  be  obtained  by  the  Blood  and  Treafure  of  others, 
was  to  accrue  to  that  Family,  and  they  only  lent  their  Name  to  the 
Caufe. 

The  Dutch  might,  perhaps,  have  grown  refty  under  their  Burthen;, 
but  Care  was  likewife  taken  of  That  by  a  Harrier-Treaty  made  with 
the  States,  which  deferveth  fuch  Epithets  as  I  care  not  to  beftow  : 
But  may  perhaps  confider  it,  at  a  proper  Occaiion,  in  a  JDiJcourfe 
by  it  felf. 

*  By  this  Treaty,  the  Condition  of  the  War,  with  refpeft  to  the 
Dutch,  was  widely  altered :  They  fought  no  longer  for  Security,  but 
for  Grandeur  ;  and  we,  inftead  of  labouring  to  make  them  jafe, 
raufi  beggar  our  felves  to  render  them  Formidable. 

Will  any  one  contend,  that  if  in  the  Treaty  dxGertruydenburg^  we 
could  have  been  fatisfied  with  fuch  Terms  of  a  Peace,  as  we  propo- 
fed  to  our  felves  by  the  Grand  Alliance,  the  French  would  not  have 
allowed  them  ?  'Tis  plain,  they  offered  many  more,  and  much  greater, 
th^n  ever  we  thought  to  inlift  on,  when  the  War  began  :  And  they 
had  reafon  to  grant,  as  well  as  we  to  demand  them,  fince  Condi- 
tions of  Peace  do  certainly  turn  upon  Events  of  War.  But  furely 
there  is  fome  Meafure  to  be  obferved  in  this  :  Thofe  who  have  de- 
fended the  Proceedings  of  our  Negotiators  at  Gertmydenbnrg,  dwell 
very  much  upon  their  Zeal  and  Patience,  in  endeavouring  to  work 
the  French  up  to  their  Demands,  but  fay  nothing  to  juftify  thofe  De- 
mands, or  the  Probability,  that  France  would  ever  accept  them. 
Some  of  the  Preliminary  Articles  were  fo  very  Extravagant,  that 
in  all  Human  Probability  we  could  not  have  obtained  them  by  a 
fuccefsful  War  of  forty  Years.  One  of  them  was  inconfiftent  with 
common  Reafon  ;  wherein  the  Confederates  referved  to  themfelves 
full  Liberty  of  demanding,  what  further  Conditions  they  fhould 
think  fit ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  France  was  to  deliver  up  feveral  of 
their  ftrongeft  Towns  in  a  Month.  Thefe  Articles  were  very  grave- 
ly Signed  by  our  Plenipotentiaries,  and  thofe  of  Holland,  but  not 
by  the  French,  though  it  ought  to  have  been  done  interchangeably  ; 
»ay  they  wer  fc  ought  over  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Ambalfy  ;  and 
the  Minifters  here  revailed  on  the  Quefcn  to  execute  a  Ratification 
of  Artie1  oiily  one  $>W  had  Signed ;    This  was  an  Abfur- 
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dity  in  Form,  as  well  as  inRcafon,  becaufe  the  ufual  Form  of  a  Ra- 
tification is,  with  a  Preamble,  fhewing,  That  whereat  OurMinijhrs 
And  thoje  of  the  Allies,  and  of  the  Enemy,  have  Signed,  &c.  We  Ratify  r 
8cc.  The  Perfon  who  brought  over  the  Articles,  faid  in  all  Compa- 
nies, (and  perhaps  believed)  that  it  was  a  Pity,  we  had  not  de- 
manded more,  for  the  French  were  in  aDifpofition  to  refute  us  no- 
thing we  would  ask.  One  of  our  Plenipotentiaries  affected  to  have 
the  fame  Concern,  and  particularly,  that  we  had  not  obtained  fome 
further  Security  for  the  Empire  on  the  Upper  Rhine. 

What  could  be  the  Defign  of  all  this  Grimace,  r^ut  to  amufe  the 
People,  and  raife  Stocks  foci:  their  Friends  in  the  Secret,  to  Sell  to 
Advantage?  I  have  too  great  a  Refpect  for  the  Abilities  of  thofe 
who  a£ted  in  this  Negotiation,  to  believe  they  hoped  for  any  other 
Iffue  from  it,  than  what  we  found  by  the  Event.  Give  me  leave 
to  fuppofe  the  continuance  of  the  "War  was  the  Thing  at  Heart, 
among  thofe  in  Power,  both  Abroad,  and  at  Home,  and  then  lean 
eafily  fhewtheConfiftcncy  of  their  Proceedings;  otherwife  they  are 
wholly  unaccountable  and  abfurd.  Did  thofe,  who  infifted  on  iuch 
wild  Demands,  ever  fincerely  intend  a  Peace?  Did  they  really  think 
that  going  on  with  the  War  was  more  eligible  for  their  Country, 
than  the  leaft  Abatement  of  thofe  Conditions  ?  Was  the  fmalleft 
of  them  worth  Six  Millions  a  Year,  and  an  Hundred  thouland 
Men's  Lives?  Was  there  no  way  to  provide  for  the  Safety  of  Britain, 
or  the  Security  of  its  Trade,  but  by  the  French  King's  turning  his  own 
Arms  to  beat  his  Grandfbn  out  of  Spain  i  If  thefe  able  Statefmen 
were  fo  truly  concerned  for  our  Trade,  which  they  made  the  Pretence 
of  the  War's  Beginning,  as  well  as  Continuance,  why  did  they  fo 
negleft  it  in  thofe  very  Preliminaries,  where  the  Enemy  made  fo 
many  Conceflions,  and  where  all  that  related  to  the  Advantage  of 
Holland,  or  the  other  Confederates,  was  exprefly  fettled?  But  what- 
ever concerned  us,  was  to  be  left  to  a  general  Treaty;  no  Tariff  agreed 
on  with  France  or  the  Low  Countries,  only  the  Scheld  was  to  remain 
fhut,  which  ruins  our  Commerce  with  Antwerp.  Our  Trade  with 
Spain  was  referred  the  lame  way  ;  but  this  they  will  pretend  to  be 
of  no  Conlequence,  becaufe  that  Kingdom  was  to  be  under  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria  ;  and  we  had  already  made  a  Treaty  with  King  Charles  %  I 
have  indeed  heard  of  a  Treaty  made  by  Mr.  Stanhope,  with  that  Prince, 
for  fettling  our  Commerce  with  Spain:  But  whatever  it  were,  there 
was  another  between  Us  and  Holland,  which  went  Hand  in  Hand 
with  it,  I  mean  that  of  Barrier,  wherein  a  Claufe  was  inferted,  by 
which  all  Advantages  propofed  ;for  Britain,  are  to  be  in  common 
with  Holland. 

ANOTHER  Point  which,  I  doubt,  thofe  have  not  considered,   { 
who  are  againft  any  Peace  without  Spain,  is,  that  the  Face  of  Affairs 
in  Chrifiendom,  fince  the  Emptor's  Death,  hath  been  very  much 
changed.  By  this  Accident  the  Views  andlnterefts  of  feyeral  Prir.ces  j 

and 
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and  States  in  the  Alliance,  have  taken  a  new  Turn,  and  I  believe,  it 
will  be  found  that  Ours  ought  to  do  fo  too.  We  have  fufficiently 
blundered  once  already,  by  changing  our  Meafures  with  regard  to  a, 
Peace,  while  our  Affairs  continued  in  the  fame  Pofture  ;  and  it  will 
be  too  much  in  Confcience  to  blunder  ag&m  by  not  changing  the 
firft,  when  the  others  are  fo  much  altered,   w 

To  have  a  Prince  of  the  Aujirian  Family  on  the  Throne  of  Spain*, 
is  undoubtedly  more  defirable  than  one  of  tWHoufe  of  Bourbon ;  but 
to  have  the  Empire  and  Spanijjo  Monarchy  united  in  the  fame  Perfon, 
is  a  dreadful Confideration,  and  dire£Uy  oppofite  to  that  wife  Prin- 
ciple, on  which  the  Eighth  Article  of  the  Grand  Alliance  is  founded  *. 
To  this  perhaps  it  will  be  obje&e$,  that  the  indolent  Chara&er  of 
the  AujfrianVx'mces,  the  wretched  Oeconomy  of  that  Government, 
the  want  of  a  Naval  Force,  the  remote  diftance  of  their  feveral  Ter- 
ritories from  each  other,  would  never  fuffer  an  Emperor,  though 
at  the  fame  time  King  of  Spain,  to  become  Formidable:  On  the  con- 
trary, that  his  Dependance  muft  continually  be  on  Great  Britain  ;  and 
the  Advantages  of  Trade,  by  a  Peace  founded  upon  that  Condition, 
would  loon  make  us  Amends  for  all  the  Expence  of  the  War, 

In  Anfwer  to  this,  Let  us  confider  the  Circumftances  we  muft  be 
in,  before  fuch  a  Peace  could  be  obtained,  if  it  were  at  all  practica- 
ble. We  muft  become  not  only  Poor  for  the  prefent,  but  reduced 
by  further  Mortgages  to  a  ftate  of  Beggary,  for  endlefs  Years  to 
come.  Compare  fuch  a  weak  Condition  as  this  with  fo  great  an 
Acceffion  of  Strength  to  Auftria,  and  then  determine  how  much  an 
Emperor,  in  fuch  a  State  of  Affairs,  would  either  fear  or  need  Britain.   • 

Confider,  that  the  Comparifon  is  not  formed  between  a  Prince 
of  the  Houfe  ofAuftria,  Emperor  and  King  of  Spain,  and  between  a 
Prinee  of  the  Bourbon  Family,  King  of  France  and  Spain  ;  but  be- 
tween a  Prince  of  the  latter  only  King  op  Spam,  and  one  of  the  for- 
mer uniting  both  Crowns  in  his  own  Perfon. 

What  Returns  of  Gratitude  can  we  expeel,  wrhen  we  are  no  lon- 

fer  wanted  ?  Has  all  that  we  have  hitherto  done  for  the  Imperial 
:amilybeen  taken  as  a  Favour,  or  only  received  as  the  Due  of  the 
Augupjfima  Cafa  f 

Will  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  yield  the  leaft  Acre  of  Land,  the  leaft 
Article  of  flrained  and  even  ufurped  Prerogative,  to  refettle  the 
Minds  of  thofe  Princes  in  the  Alliance,  who  are  alarmed  at  the  Con- 
fequences  of  this  Turn  of  Affairs,  occafioned  by  the  Emperor's  Death  ? 
We  are  aflured  it  never  will.  Do  we  then  imagine,  that  thole  Prin- 
ces, who  dread  the  overgrown  Power  of  the  Anftrian,  as  much  as 
that  of  the  Bourbon  Family,  will  continue  in  our  Alliance,  upon  a 

*  We  and  Holland,  as  well  as  Portugal,  were  fo  apprehenfive  of  this,  that  by 
the  1.5th  Article  of  the  Off  en  five  Alliance^  his  Portuguese  Majefty  was  not  to  ac- 
knowledge the  Arch-Duke  for  King  ofSxmn,  till  the  tW9  latfEmPerors  had  mads 
s  CeJJion  to  Charles  of  the  f aid  Monarchy* 

Syflem 
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Syflem  contrary  to  that  which  they  engaged  with  hs  upon  ?  For  in-* 
fence;  What  can  the  Duke  of  Savoy  expeft  in  fuch  a  Cafe  ?  Will  he 
have  any  Choice  left  him  but  that  of  being  a  Slave  and  a  Frontier 
to  France  ;  or  a  Vaffa1,  in  the  utmoft  Extent  of  the  Word,  to  the 
Imperial  Court  ?  Will  ke  not  therefore,  of  the  two  Evils  choofethe 
leaft  ;  by  fubmitting^fc  a  Matter,  who  nas  no  immediate  Claim  up- 
on Him,  and  to  whofe  Family  he  is  nearly  allied  ;  rather  than  to 
another,  who  hath  aJflfcdy  revived  fcveral  Claims  upon  him,  and 
threatens  to  revive  more  t 

Nor  are  the  Dutch  more  inclined  than  the  reft  of  Europe,  thar  the 
Empire  and  Spain  fhould  be  united  in  King  Charles,  whatever  they 
may  now  pretend.  On  the  contrary,  'tis  known  to  feveralPerfons,  that 
ttpm  the  Death  of  the  late  Emperor  Jofeph,  the  States  refolved,  that 
thoje  two  Powers  Jhould  not  be  wined  in  the  fame  Per/on ;  And  this  they 
determined  as  a  fundamental  Maxim,  by  which  they  intended  to  pro- 
ceed. So  that  Spain  was  firft  given  up  by  Them ;  and  fince  they 
maintain  no  Troops  in  that  Kingdom,  itlhould  feem,  that  they  un- 
derftand  the  Duke  of  Anjou  to  be  lawful  Monarch. 

THIRDLY,  Thofe  who  are  againft  any  Peace  without  Spain,  if 
they  be  fueh  as  no  way  find  their  private  Account  by  the  War,  may 
perhaps  change  their  Sentiments,  if  they  will  reflect  a  little  upon 
our  prefent  Condition. 

I  had  two  Reafons  for  not  fooner  publifhing  this  Difcourfe:  The 
firft  was,  Becaufe  I  would  give  way  to  others,  who  might  argue  ve- 
ry well  upon  the  fame  Subject,  from  general  Topicks  and  R^afon, 
though  they  might  be  ignorant  of  feveral  Fa£ts,  which  I  had  the  Op- 
portunity to  know.  The  Second  was,  Becaufe  I  found  it  would  be 
neceffary,  in  the  courfe  of  this  Argument,  to  fay  fomething  of  the 
State  to  which  this  War  hath  reduced  us:  At  the  fame  time  I  knew, 
that  fuch  a  Difcovery  ought  to  be  made  as  late  as  poffible,  and  at 
another  Juncture  would  not  only  be  very  indifcreet,  but  might 
perhaps  be  dangerous. 

It  is  tho  Folly  of  too  many,  to  miftake  the  Eccho  of  a  London 
Coffee-houfe  for  the  Voice  of  the  Kingdom.  The  City  Coffee-houfes 
have  been  for  fome  Years  filled  with  People,  whofe  Fortunes  depend 
upon  the  Bank,  Baft-India,  or  fome  other  Stock  :  Every  new  Fund 
to  thefe,  is  like  a  new  Mortgage  to  an  Ufiirer,  whofe  Compaffion 
for  a  young  Heir  is  exactly  the  fame  with  that  of  a  Stock-jobber  to 
the  Landed  Gentry.  At  the  Court-End  of  the  Town,  the  like  Pla- 
ces of  Refort  are  frequented  either  by  Men  out  of  Place,  and  con- 
fequently  Enemies  to  the  Prefent  Miniftry,  or  by  Officers  of  the  Ar- 
my :  No  wonder  then,  if  the  general  Cry,  in  all  fuch  Meetings,  be 
againft  any  Peace  either^/?  Spain,  or  without]  which,  in  other  Words, 
is  no  more  than  this,  That  difcontented  Men  defire  another  Change 
of  Miniftry ;  that  Soldiers  would  be  glad  to  keep  thekCommiffi#ns ; 
and,  that  the  Creditors  have  Mony  ftill,  and  would  have  the  Deb- 
tors 
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tors  borrow  on  at  the  old  extorting  Rates,  while  they  have  any  Se- 
curity to  give. 

Now,  to  give  the  moft  ignorant  Reader  fome  Idea  of  our  prefcnt 
Circumftances,  without  troubling  him  or  my  felf  with  Computations 
in  form :  Every  body  knows,  that  our  Land  and  Malt  Tax  amount 
annually  to  about  two  Millions  and  an  halt  All  other  Branches  of 
the  Revenue  are  mortgaged  to  pay  Intereft,  for  what  we  havealieat- 
dy  borrowed.  The  yearly  Charge  of  the  War  is  ufually  about  Six 
Millions ;  to  make  up  which  Sum,  we  are  forced  to  take  op,  on 
the  Credit  of  new  Funds,  about, three  Millions  and  an  halfi  This 
iaft  Year  the  computed  Charge  of  the  War  carne  to  above  aMSIlion 
*  jnore,  than  all  the  Funds  the"  Parliament  could  contrive  would  pay 
Intereft  for  ;  and  fo  we  have  been  forced  to  divide  a  Deficiency  of 
Twelve  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  among  the  feveral  Branches  of  our 
Ex  pence.  This  is  a  Demonftration,  that  if  the  War  lafts  another 
Campaign,  it  will  be  impoffible  to  find  Funds  for  fupplying  it,  with* 
out  mortgaging  the  Malt-Tax,  or  by  fome  other  Method  equally 
defberate, 

If  the  Peace  be  made  this  Winter,  we  are  then  to  confider,  what 
Circumftances  we  lhall  be  in  towards  paying  a  Debt  of  about  Fifty 
Millions,  which  is  a  fourth  Part  of  the  Purchafe  ofthe  whole 
Ifland,  if  it  were  to  be  Sold. 

Towards  clearing  our  felyes  of  this  monftrous  Incumbrance,  feme 
of  thefe  Annuities  will  expire  or  pay  off  the  Principal  in  Thirty,  For- 
ty, or  an  Hundred  Years ;  the  Bulk  of  the  Debt  mull  be  leflened  gra- 
dually by  the  beft  Management  we  can,  out  of  what  will  remain  of 
the  Land  and  Malt-Taxes,  after  paying  Guards  and  Garrifons,  and 
maintaining  and  fupplying  our  Fleet  in  the  time  of  Peace.  I  have 
not  Skill  enough  to  compute  what  will  be  left,  after  thele  neceflary 
Charges,  towards  annually  clearing  fo  vaft  a  Debt  ,•  but  believe  it 
muft  be  very  little:  However,  it  is  plain  that  both  thefe  Taxes  muft 
be  continued,  as  well  for  fupporting  the  Government,  as  becaufe 
we  have  no  other  Means  for  paying  off  the  Principal.  And  fo  like- 
wife  muft  all  the  other  Funds  remain  for  paying  the  Intereft.  How 
long  a  time  this  muft  require,  howfteadyan  Adminiftration,and  how 
undifturbed  a  ftate  of  Affairs,  both  at  Home  and  Abroad,  let  others 
determine. 

However,  fome  People  think  all  this  very  reafonable  \  and  that 
iince  the  Struggle  hath  been  for  Peace  and  Safety,  Pofterity,  who  is 
tq  partake  the  Benefit,  ought  to  lhare  in  theExpence:  As  if  at  the 
breaking  out  of  this  War  there  had  been  fuch  a  Conjun&ire  of  Af- 
fairs, as  never  happened  before,  nor  would  ever  happen  again.  'Tis 
wonderful,  that  our  Anceftors,  in  all  their  Wars,  lhould  never  fall 
under  fuch  a  Neceffity  ;  that  we  meet  no  Examples  of  it,  in  Greece 
mdRome;  that  no  other  Nation  inEurope  ever  knew  anythink  like 
it,  fKCept  Spain,  about  an  Hundred  and  twenty  Years  ago  ;  which 
th^y  drew  upon  thsmfelyes,  by  their  own  F^lly,  and  have  fuffered 
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for  it  ever  fince  :  No  doubt,  we  fhall  teach  Pofterity  Wifdom,  but 
they  will  be  apt  to  think  thePurchafe  too  dear ;  andlwifh  they  may 
fend  to  the  Eargain  we  have  made  in  their  Names. 

TTiseafieto  entail  Debts  on  fucceedingAges,and  to  hope  they  will 
fee  able  and  willing  to  pay  them;  but  how  to  infure  Peace  for  any 
Term  of  Years,  is  difficult  enough  to  apprehend.  Will  Human  Na- 
ture ever  ceafe  to  have  the  fame  Paflions  ?  Princes  to  entertain  De- 
figns  of  Intereft  or  Ambition,  andOccafions  of  Quarrel  to  arife  ? 
May  not  we  Ourfelves,  by  the  variety  of  Events  and  Incidents  which 
happen  in  the  World,  be  under  aNeceffity  of  recovering  Towns  out 
of  the  very  Hands  of  thofe,  forwhftmwe  are  now  ruining  ourCoun- 
try  to  Take  them  ?  Neither  can  it  be  laid,  that  thofe  States,  with 
whom  we  may  probably  differ,  will  be  in  as  bad  a  Condition  as  Our- 
felves;  for,  by  the  Circumftances  of  our  Situation,  and  the  Impofi- 
tions  of  our  Allies,  we  are  more  exhaufted,  than  either  they  or  the 
Enemy  ;  and  by  the  Nature  of  our  Government,  the  Corruption 
of  our  Manners,  and  the  Oppofition  of  factions,  we  fhall  be  more 
flew  in  recovering. 

It  will,  no  doubt,  be  a  mighty  Comfort  to  our  Grandchildren,  when 
they  fee  a  few  Rags  hang  up  in  We/tnrinfter-Hdl,  which  coft  an  hundred 
Millions,  whereof  they  are  paying  the  Arrears,  and  boafting,  as  Beg- 
gars do,  that  their  Grandfathers  were  Rich  and  Great. 

I  have  often  reflected  on  that  miftaken  Notion  of  Credit,fo  boaft- 
ed  of  by  the  Advocates  of  the  late  Miniftry  :  Was  not  all  that  Cre- 
dit built  upon  Funds  raifed  by  the  Landed  Men,  whom  they  fo  much 
hate  and  defpife  ?  Are  not  the  ^reateft  part  of.  thofe  Funds  raifed 
Vrom  the  Growth  and  Product  o£  Land  }  Muft  not  the  whole  Debt 
be  entirely  paid,  and  our  Fleets  and  Garrifons  be  maintained,  by  the 
Land  and  Malt-Tax,  after  a  Peace  ?  If  they  call  it  Credit  to  run  ten 
Millions  in  Debt,  without  Parliamentary  Security,  by  which  the  Pub- 
lick  is  defrauded  of  almoft  half,  I  muft  think  fuch  Credit  to  be  dan- 
gerous, illegal,  and  perhaps  treafbnable.  Neither  hath  any  thing  gone 
further  to  ruin  the  Nation,  than  their  boafted  Credit.  For  my  own 
part,  when  Ifewthisfalfe  Credit  fink,  upon  the  Change  of  theMi- 
Jiiftry,  I  was  lingular  enough  to  conceive  it  a  good  Omen.  It  feem- 
ed,  as  if  the  young  extravagant  Heir  had  got  a  new  Steward,  and  was 
icfblved  to  look  into  his  Eftate  before  things  grew  defperate,  which 
niade  the  Ufurers  forbear  feeding  him  with  Mony,  as  they  ufed  te  do* 

Since  the  Monicd  Men  are  fo  fond  of  War,  I  ihould  be  glad,  they 
would  furnifh  out  one  Campaign  at  their  own  Charge:  It  is  not  above 
fix  or  feven  Millions  ;  and  I  dare  engage  to  make  it  out,  that  when 
they  have  done  this,  inftead  of  'contributing  equal  to  the  Landed  Men, 
they  will  have  their  full  Principal  and  Intereft,  at  6  per  Cent,  remain- 
ing of  all  the  Money  they  ever  lent  to  the  Government. 

Without  this  Refburce,  or  fome  other  equally  miraculous,  it  is  im- 
pofliWe  for  us  %o  continue  the  War  upon  the  fame  Foot,  I  have  al- 
jeady  observed,  t&it  the  m Funds  of  fotereft  fifflihort  above  a  Mil- 
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lion,  though  the  Perfons  moft  con^erlant  in  Ways  and  Means  em- 
ployed their  utmoft  Invention  ;  10  that  of  neceffity  we  muft  be  ftity 
more  defective  next  Campaign.  But  perhaps  our  Allies  will  make  up 
this  Deficiency  on  our  fide,  by  greater  Efforts  on  their  own.  Quite 
the  contrary;'  both  the  Emperor  and  Holland  failed  this  Year  in  fe- 
veral  Articles;  and  fignified  to  us,  forne  time  ago,  that  they  cannot 
keep  up  to  the  fame  Proportions  in  the  next.  We  have  gained  a 
noble  Barrier  for  the  latter,  and  they  have  nothing  mote  to  demand 
or  defire.  The  Emperor,  however  fanguin  he  may  now  affeft to  ap- 
pear, will,  I  fuppofe,  be  fatisfied  with  Naples,  Sicily,  Milan,  and  his 
other  Acquisitions,  rather  than  engage  in  a  long  hopelefs  War,  for 
the  Recovery  of  Spain,  .to  which  his  Allies  the  Dutch  will  neither 
give  their  Afliftance  nor  Content.  So  that  fince  we  have  done  their 
jQufinefs;  fince  they  have  no  further  Service  for  our  Arms,  and  we 
have  no  more  Money  to  give  them:  And  laftly,  fince  we  neither  de- 
fire  anyRecompence,  nor  expect  any  Thanks,  we  ought,  in  pity,  to 
be  difmifled,  and  have  leave  to  fliift  for  our  felves.  They  are  ripe  for 
a  Peace,  to  enjoy  and  cultivate  what  we  have  conquered  for  themj 
and  fo  are  we,  to  recover,  if  poffible,  the  Effects  of  their  Hardlhips 
upon  Us.  The  firft  Overtures  from  France,  are  made  to  England,  up* 
on  fafe  and  honourable  Terms :  We  who  bore  the  Burthen  of  tne 
War,  ought,  in  reafon,tohavethegreateft  fhare  in  making  the  Peace. 
If  we  do  not  hearken  to  a  Peace,  others  certainly  will ;  and  get  the 
Advantage  of  us  there,  as  they  have  donein  the  War.  Weknowthe 
Dutch  have  perpetually  threatned  us,  that  they  would  enter  into  fe- 
parateMeafures  of  a  Peace  ;  and  by  the  Strength  of  that  Argument, 
-as  well  as  by  other  Powerful  Motives,  prevailed  on  thofe,  who  were 
then  at  the  Helm,  to  comply  with  them  on  any  Terms,  rather  than 
put  an  end  to  a  War,  which  every  Year  brought  them  fuch  great 
Acceflions  to  their  Wealth  and  Power.  Whoever  falls  off,  a  Peace 
will  follow;  and  then  we  muft  be  content  with  fuch  Conditions,  as 
our  Allies,  out  of  their  great  Concern  for  our  Safety  and  Jnterefr, 
Will  pleafe  to  choofe.  They  have  no  further  occafion  for  Fighting'; 
they  have  gained  their  Point,  and  they  now  tell  us,  it  is  our  W*r  $ 
fo  that  in  common  Juftice  it  ought  to  he  our  Peace* 

AH  we  can  propofe,  by  the  defperate  Steps  of  pawning  our  Land 
or  Malt-Tax,  or  erecting  a  general  Excife,  is  only  to  raife  a  Fund  of 
Intereft,  for  running  us  annually  four  Millions  further  in  Debt,  with- 
out any  Profpecl  of  ending  the  War  lb  well,  as  we  can  do  at  pre- 
lent:  And  when  we  have  funk  the  only  un-engaged  Revenues  w€ 
had  left,  our  Incumbrances  mult  of  neceflity  remain  perpetual. 

We  have  hitherto  lived  upon  Expedients,  which  in  time  will  cer- 
tainly deftroy  any  Constitution,  whether  Civil  or  Natural,  and  triers 
was  no  Country  in  Chnjkndom  had  lefs  Occafion  for  them,  than 
•purs.  We  have  dieted  a  Healthy  Body  into  a  Confumption,  by  ply- 
ing it  with  Phyfick,  infield  of  Food  ;  Art  will  help  us  rio  longer  ; 
and  if  we  cannot  rerover  by  letting  the  Remains  of  Nature  work, 
tvemxVrevkablyd-ie*  F3  What 
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What  Arts  have  been  ufed  to  poffefs  the  People  with  zfirong  De* 
tu/knjtbat  Britain  muft  infallibly  be  ruined,  without  the  Recovery 
<©f Spain  to  the  Hoi  f :  of  Avftria  *  Making  the  Safety  of  a  great  and 
powerful  Kingdom,  as  ours  was  then,  to  depend  upon  an  Event, 
wkich,even  after  a  War  of  miraculous  Succeffes,  proves  impractica- 
ble. As  if  Princes  and  Great  Minifters  could  find  no  way  of  fettling 
the  Pablick  Tranquility,  without  changing  the  Pofleffions  of  King- 
doms,and  forcingSovereigns  upon  a  Peo  pie  againft  their  Inclinations. 
Is  there  no  Security  for  the  Uland  of 'Britain,  unlefs  a  King  of  Spain 
be  Dethroned  by  the  Hands  of  his  Grandfather  ?  Has  the  Enemy  no 
Cautionary  Towns  and  Sea-Ports,  to  give  us  for  fecuring  Trade  ?  Can 
.he  not  deliver  us  Poffeffion  of  fuch  Places,  as  would  put  him  in  a 
worfe  Condition,  -whenever  he  Ihould  perfidioufly  renew  the  War? 
The  prefent  King  of  France  has  but  few  Years  to  live,  by  the  courfe 
of  Nature,  and,  doubtlefs,  would  defire  to  end  his  Days  in  Peace  : 
Grandfathers  in  private  Families  are  not  obferved  to  have  great  In- 
fluence -on  their  Grandlbns,  and  I  believe  they  have  much  lefs  among 
Princes-  However,  when  the  Authority  of  a  Parent  is  gone,  is  it 
likely  that  Philip  will  be  directed  by  &  Brother,  againft  his  own  Inte- 
reft,  and  that  of  his  Subjects  ?  Have  not  thofe  two  Realms  their  fe- 
parate  Maxims  of  Policy,  which  muft  operate  in  Times  of  Peace  ? 
Thefe  at  leaf!  are  Probabilities,  and  cheaper  by  fix  Millions  a  Year 
than  recovering  Spain,  or  continuing  the  War,  both  which  feem 
abfoktely  impofiiblc. 

But  the  common  Queftion  is,  If  we  muft  now  Surrender  Spain, 
what  have  we  been  Fighting  for  all  this  while  ?  The  Anfwer  is  rea- 
dy ;  We  have  been  Fighting  for  the  Ruin  of  the  Publick  Intereft, 
and  the  Advancement  of  a  Private,  We  have  been  fighting  to  raife 
the  Wealth  and  Grandeur  of  a  particular  Family;  to  enrich  Ufurers 
and  Stock-jobbers  ;  and  to  cultivate  the  pernicious  Defigns  of  a 
Faction,  by  deftroying  the  Landed-Intereft.  The  Nation  begins  now 
t-a  think  thefe  Bleffings  are  not  worth  Fighting  for  any  longer,  and 
therefore  defircs  a  Peace. 

But  the  Advocates  on  the  other  fide  cry  out,  that  we  might  have 
had 'a  better  Peace,  than  is  now  in  Agitation,  above  two  Years  ago. 
Suppofing  this  to  be  true,  I  do  aflert,  that  by  parity  of  Reafoit  we 
nuift  expect  one  juft  fo  muchworfe,  about  two  Years  hence.  If  thofe 
in  Power  could  then  have  given  us  a  better  Peace,  more  is  their  In- 
famy and  Guilt,  that  they  did  it  not;  why  did  they  infill  upon  Con- 
ditions, which  they  were  certain  would  never  be  granted  ?  We  al- 
low it  was  in  their  Power  to"  have  put  a  good  End  to  the  War,  and 
left  the  Nation  in  fome  hope  of  recovering  it  lelf.  And  this  is  what 
we  charge  them  with  as  anlwerable  to  God,  their  Country,  andPo- 
flority,  that  the  bleeding  Condition  of  their  Fellow-Subjects,  was  a 
Feather  in  the  Balance  with  their  private  Ends. 

When  we  offer  to  lament  the  heavy  Debts  and  Poverty  of  the 
Nation^,  'tis  pleafant  to  hear  fome- Men  anfwer  all  that  can  be  faid, 
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by  crying  up  the  Power  of  England,  theCour^ge of  England,  thein- 
exhauftible  Riches  of  England.  I  have  heard  a  Man  very  fanguine 
upon  this  Subjeft,  with  a  good  Employment  for  Life,  and  a  Hun- 
dred thoufand  Pounds  in  the  Funds,  bidding  us  Take  Courage,  and 
Warranting,  that  all  would  go  well.  This  is  the  Style  of  Men  at  Eafe, 
who  lay  the  heavy  Burtbtns  upon  others,  which  they  will  not  touch  with 
one  of  their  Fingers.  I  have  known  fome  People  fuch  ill  Computers, 
as  to  imagine  the  many  Millions  in  Stocks  and  Annuities,  are  fo  much 
real  Wealth  in  the  Nation;  whereas  every  Farthing  of  it  is  entirely 
loft  to  us,fcattered  in  Holland,  Germany,  and  Spain  ;  and  the  Landed- 
Men,  who  now  pay  the  Intereft,  muft  at  laft  pay  the  Principal. 

FOURTHLY,  Thofe  who  are  againft  any  Peace  without  Spain, 
have,  I  doubt,  been  ill  informed,  as  to  the  low  Condition  of  France, 
and  the  mighty  Confequences  of  our  Succeffes.  As  to  the  firft,  it 
muft  be  confefled,  that  after  the  Battle  of  Ramellies  the  French  were 
fo  difcouraged  with  their  frequent  Lofles,  and fb  impatient  for  a  Peace, 
that  their  King  was  refblvedto  comply  on  any  realbnable  Terms.  But 
when  his  Subje&s  were  informed  of  our  exorbitant  Demands,  they 
grew  jealous  of  his  Honour,  and  were  unanimous  toaffifthim  in  con* 
tinuing  the  War  at  any  hazard,  rather  than  fubmit.  This  fully  refto- 
red  his  Authority;  and  the  Supplies  he  hath  received  from  the  Spa- 
nifb  Weft-Indies,  which  in  all  are  computed,  fince  the  War,  *o  amount 
to  Four  hundred  Millions  of  Livres,  (and  all  in  Specie)  have  enabled 
him  to  pay  his  Troops.  Befides,  the  Money  is  fpent  in  his  own  Coun- 
try ;  and  he  hath  fince  waged  War  in  the  moft  thrifty  manner,  by 
afting  on  the  Defenfive,  compounding  with  us  every  Campaign  for 
a  Town,  which  cofts  us  fifty  times  more  than  it  is  worth,  either  as 
to  the  Value,  or  the  Confequences.  Then  he  is  at  no  Charge  of  a 
Fleet,  further  than  providing  Privateers,  wherewith  hisSubje&s  car- 
ry on  a  Piratical  War  at  their  own  Expence,  and  he  lhares  in  the 
Profit;  which  hath  been  very  confiderable  to  France,  and  of  infinite 
Difadvantage  to  us,  not  only  by  t]?e  perpetual  Lofles  we  have  fuf- 
fered  to  an  immenfe  Value,  but  by  the  general  Difcouragement  of 
Trade,  on  which  we  lb  much  depend.  All  this  confidered,  with  the 
Circumftances  of  that  Government,  where  the  Prince  is  Matter  of 
the  Lives  and  Fortunes  of  fo  mighty  a  Kingdom,  fhews  that  Monarch 
to  be  not  fo  funk  in  his  Affairs,  as  we  have  imagined,  and  have  long 
flattered  Our  felves  with  the  Hopes  of.  For  ah  abfolute  Govern- 
ment may  endure  a  long  War,  but  it  hath  generally  been  ruinous 
to  Free  Countries. 

Thofe  who  are  againft  any  Peace  without  Spain,  feem  likewife  to 
have  been  miftaken  in  judging  our  Vi£tories,  and  other  Succeffes,  to 
have  been  of  greater  Confequence  than  they  really  were. 

When  our  Armies  take  a  Town  in  Flanders,  the  Dutch  are  imme- 
diately put  into  Poffejjion,  and  we  at  home  make  Bonfires.  I  have 
fometimes  pitied  the  deluded  People,  to  fee  them  fquandring  away 
their  Fewel  to  fo  fcjtle  purpofe.    For  Example,  What  is  it  to  Us 

that 
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that  Boucbain  is  taken^  about  which  the  Warlike  Politicians  pi'thft 
Coffee- Houfe  make  fuch  a  Clutter  ?  What  though  the  Garufon  fur- 
rendered  Prifoners  of  War,  and  in  fight  of  the  Enemy  P  We  are  nor 
now  in  a  Condition  to  be  fed  with  Points  of  Honour.  What  Ad- 
vantage have  We,  but  that  of  fpending  three  or  four  Millions  more 
tojget  another  Town  for  the  States,  which  may  open  them  a  new 
Country  for  Contributions ,and  encreafe  the  Pferquifires  erf  the  G  ^  *    1  ? 

In  that  War  of  ten  Years,  under  the  late  King,  when  our  Com- 
mandersand  Soldiers  were  raw  and  unexperienced,  in  comparison 
of  what  they  areat  prefent,  we  loft  Battles  and  Town?,  as  well  as 
we  gained  them  of  late,  fince  thofe  Gentlemen  have  better  learned 
their  Trade.;  yet  we  bore  up  then,  as  the  French  do  now :  Nor  was 
there  any  thing  decifive  in  their  Succeffes  :  They  £i?cw  weary,  as 
well  as  we,  and  at  laft  confented  to  a  Peace,  under  which  w^  might 
have  been  happy  enough,  if  it  bad  not  been  followed  by  that  wife 
Treaty  of  Partition,  which  revived  the  Flame,  that  hath  lafted  ever 
fince.  I  fee  nothing  elfe  in  the  modern  way  of  making  War,  but  that 
the  Side  which  can  bold  out  longed,  will  end  it  with  pooft  Advan- 
tage, to  fuch  a  clofe  Country  as  Flanders,  where  it  is  qarried  oh 
by  Sieves,  the  Army  that.axfts  offensively,  is  at  a  much  greater  Ex- 
pence  or  Men  and  Mony ;  and  there  is  hardly  a  Town  taken  in  the 
common  Forms,  where  the  Beficgers  have  not  the  worfe  of  the  Bar- 
gain. I  never  yet  knew  a  Soldier,  who  would  not  affirm,  That  any 
Town  might  be  Taken,  if  you  were  content  to  be  at  the  Charge. 
If  you  will  count  upon  Sacrificing  fo  much  Blood  and  Treafure,  the 
reft  is  all  a  regular,  eftabliftied  Method,  which  cannot  (ail.  When 
the  King  of  France,  in  the  Times  of  his  Grandeur,  fat  down  before? 
a  Town,  his  Generals  and  Engineers  would  oft^n  fix  the  Day  when 
it  (hould  furrender.  The  Enemy,  fenfibleof  all  this,  bath  for  fome 
Years  paft  avoided  a  Battle,  where  he  hath  fo  ill  iiicce^ded,  and 
taken  a  furer  way  to  confume  us,  by  letting  our  Courage  evaporate 
againft  Stones  and  Rubbifli,  and  facri.ficing  a  fingleTown  to  a  Cam- 
paign, which  he  can  fo  much  better  afford  to  Lofe,  than  we  to  Take. 

LASTLY,  Thofe  who  are  fo  violent  againft  any  Peace,  without 
Spain  being  reftored  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  have  not,  I  believe,  wjt 
their  Eye  upon  a  Cloud  gathering  in  the.  North,  which  we  have 
helped  to  raife,  and  may  quickly  break  in  a  Storm  upon  pur  Heads. 

The  Northern  War  hath  been  on  Foot,  almoft  ever  fince  our 
Breach  with  France :  The  Succefs  of  it  various ;  but  one  Effecft  to 
be  apprehended  was  always  the  fame,  that  fooner  or  later  it  would 
involve  us  in  its  Conferences,  and  that,  whenever  this  happened, 
Jet  our  Succefs  be  never  fo  great  againft  France,  from  that  Moment 
France  would  have  the  Advantage. 

By  our  Guaranty  of  the  Treaty  oiTravendall,  we  were  obliged 
to  hinder  the  King  of  Denmark. from  engaging  in  a  War  with  Suedtn* 
It  was  at  that  time  undecftood  by  all  Parties,  and  fo  declared,  even 
by  the  Britijh  Minifters,  that  this  Engagement  efpecially  regarded 
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Denmark's  not  afliftingKing  Auguftus.  But,  however,  if  this  had 
not  bean  fo?  yet  our  Obligation  to  Sueden  ftood  in  Force,  by  virtue 
of  former  Treaties  with  that  Crown,  which  were  all  revived  and 
confirmed  by  a  fubfeq.uent  orye,  concluded  at  the  Hague  by  Sir  Jo- 
fepb  Williamfon  and  Monfieur  Lilienroot^  about  the  latter  end  of 
the  late  King's  Reign. 

However,  the  War  in  the  North  proceeded,  and  our  not  affifting 
Sueden,  was  at  leaft  as  well  excufed  by  the  War,  which  we  were 
entangled  in,  as  his  not  contributing  his  Contingent  to  the  Empire, 
whereof  he  is  a  Member,  was  excufed  by  the  Preflures  he  lay  unr 
der,  having  a  Confederacy  to  deal  with. 

In  this  War  the  King  of  Sweden  was  Victorious  5  and  what  Dan- 
gers were  we  not  then  expofed  to  ?  What  Fears  were  we  not  in  ? 
He  marched  into  Saxony,  aud  if  he  had  really  been  in  the  French 
Incereft,  might  at  once  have  put  us  under  the  greateft  Difficulties, 
But  the  Torrent  turned  another  way,  and  he  contented  himfelf  with 
impofing  on  his  Enemy  the  Treaty  of  Ah  Hafladt >  by  which  King 
Auguftus  makes  an  abfolute  Ceffion  of  the  Crown  of  Poland,  re- 
nounces any  Title  to  ir,  acknowledges  Staniflaus ;  and  then,  both 
he  and  the  King  of  Sueden,  join  in  defiring  the  Guaranty  of  England 

and  Holland.    The  Q- n  did,  indeed,  not  give  this  Guaranty  in 

Form  ;  but,  as  a  Step  towards  it,  the  Title  of  JKjng  was  given  to 
Stanijlausy  by  a  Letter  from  Her  M — -y  ;  and  the  (trongeft  Aflu~ 

ranees  were  made  to  the  Suedi/h  Minifter,  in  Hei*  M- y's  Name 

and  in  a  Committee  of  Council,  that  the  Guaranty  fnould  (peedily 
be  granted  $  and  that  in  the  mean  while,  it  was  the  fame  thing  as 
if  the  Forms  were  pafled. 

In  1708,  King  Auguftus  made  the  Campaign  in  Flanders;  what 
Meafures  he  might  at  that  time  take >  or  of  what  Nature  the  Argu- 
ments might  be  that  he  made  ufe  of,  is  not  known  :  JJut  immedi- 
ately after  he  breaks  through  all  he  had  done,  marches  into  Poland, 
and  re-ailume$  the  Crown* 

After  this  we  apprehended  that  the  Peace  of  the  Empire  might  be 
endangered  ;  and  therefore  entered  into  an  A<5i  of  Guaranty  for  the 
Neutrality  of  it.  The  King  of  Sueden  refufed,  upon  feveral  Ac- 
counts,  to  fubmit  to  the  Terms  of  this  Treaty ;  particularly,  becaufe 
we  went  out  of  the  Empire  to  cover  Poland  and  Jutland,  but  did 
not  go  out  of  it  to  cover  the  Territories  of  Sueden. 

Let  us  therefore  confider,  what  is  our  Cafe  at  prefent.  If  the 
King  of  Sueden  returns,  and  gets  the  better,  he  will  think  himfelf 
under  Ho  Obligation  of  having  any  Regard  to  the  Interefts  of  the 
Allies ;  but  will  naturally  purfue,  according  to  his  own  Expreflion, 
His  Enemy ,  xvhere-ever  he  finds  him,  in  this  Cafe  the  Corps  of  the 
Neutrality  is  obliged  to  oppofe  him,  and  fo  we  are  engaged  in  a 
fecond  War,  before  the  firft  is  ended. 

If  the  Northern  Confederates  fucceed  againft  Sueden>  how  (hall  we 
|c  able  to  preferye  the  Balance  of  £ow  ;n  the  No^  io  ?ifential  to 
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cur  Trade,  as  well  as  in  many  other  Refpe&s  ?  What  will  become  of 
that  great  Support  of  the,  Proteftant  Inter eft  in  Germany,  which  is  the 
Footing  that  the  Suedes  now  have  in  the  Empire  ?  Or,  who  (hall  an- 
fwer  that  thefe  Princes,  after  they  have  fettled  the  North  to  jtheir 
Minds,  may  not  take  a  fancy  t6  look  Southward,  and  make  our 
Peace  with  France  according  to  their  own  Schemes  ? 

And  laftly,  if  the  King  of  prujfia,  the  Eledtor  of  Hannover,  and 
other  Prinzes  whofe  Dominions  lie  contiguous,  are  forced  to  draw 
from  thofe  Armies  which  56k  againft  France;  we  muft  lite  in  hourly 
Expe&ation  of  having  thofe  Troops  recalled,  which  they  now  leave 
with  us  ;  and  this  Recal  may  happen  in  the  midft  of  a  Siege,  or  on 
the  Eve  of  a  Battel.  •  Is  it  therefore  our  Intereft,  to  toil  on  in  a  rui- 
nous War,  foV  an  impracticable  End,  all  one  of  thefe  Cafes  (hall 
happen,  or  to  get  under  fhelter  before  the  Storm  ? 

There  is  no  doubt,  but  theprefentMiniftry  (provided  they  could 
get  over  the  Obligations  of  Honour  and  Confcience)  might  find  their 
Advantage  in  advifing  the  Contimiance  of  the  War,  as  well  as  the 
laft  did,  tho'  not  in  the  fame  Degree,  after  the  Kingdom  has  been 
fo  much  exhaufted.  They  might  prolong  it  till  the  Parliament  would 
defire  a  Peace ;  and  in  the  mean  time  leave  them  in  full  Poffeffion  of 
Power.  Therefore  it  is  plain,  that  their  Proceedings  at  prefent  are 
meant  to  ferve  their  Country,  dire&ly  againft  their  private  Intereft  ; 
whatever  Clamour  may  be  raifed  by  ihcle,  who,for  the  vileft  Ends, 
would  remove  Heaven  and  Ban*  *  „pp0fe  their  Meafures.  But 
chey  think  it  infinitely  better,  to  accept  fuch  Terms  as  will  fecure 
our  Trade,  find  a  fufficient  Barrier  for  the  States,  give  Heafonable 
Satisfaction  to  the  Emperor,  and  reftore  the  Tranquility  of  Europe, 
though  wiihout  adding  Spain  to  the  Empire  :  Rather  than  go  on  in 
a  languilhing  way,  upon  the  vain  Expe&ation  of  feme  improbable 
Turn  for  the  Recovery  of  that  Mooarchy  out  of  the  Bourbon  Fa- 
mily •  and  at  laft  be  forced  to  a  worfe  Peace,  by  fome  of  the  Allies 
falling  off,  upon  our  utter  Inability  to  continue  the  War. 

POSTSCRIPT* 

I  Have  in  this  Edition  explained  three  or  foyr  Lines  in  the  21ft 
Page,  which  mentions  the  Succejfion,  to  take  off,  if  poffible,  all 
manner  of  Cavil ;  though,  at  the  fame  time,  I  cannot  but  obferve, 
how  ready  the  Adverfe  Party  is  to  make  ufe  of  any  Objedhons,  even 
fuch  as  deftroy  their  own  Principles.  I  put  a  diftant  Cafe  of  the 
poffibilicy  that  our  Succejfion,  through  extream  Necefllty,  might  be 
changed  by  the  Legiflatuw,  in  future  Ages;  and  it  is  pleafant  to 
fcear  thofe  People  quarrelling  at  this,  who  profefs  them f elves  for 
changing  it  as  often  as  they  pieafe,  and  that  even  wkhaw  ifc?  Co*: 
km  fif  the  entire  Legiflature, 


